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TAUrUfG SUBJECTS : 

Which may serve ^s Copies far Indicting Letters <m 
■* the Varioas Occurrences in Life. 

AND A SET OF COVPLIBlElfTARr CARDS; 

Suited to the Various Occasions off |krhich an extraor- 
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i^l^FACE. 



' The great njifity of Etfistolary Wrfting i« m> well 
^ knowo, mat the aecessity of b^nf^ Bcoiiamted with an ait 
I replete with sueh advantages is !ieea}essto insist upon. 
• Those who are accomplished in it are too happy in their 
t knowledge to i^ee<d farther. Information concerning its 
[ etceUence.' And snob a& a]» unoualified to cojivey theli* 
; sentiments lo a fiielsid/wtthottl tiie existence of a third 
[' peraou) feel their deficiency so seTerely) that nothing 
need be said to conyinc^ theni» it is thf Ir interest to be- 
\' come acquainted with what is so jiecessary and agree- 
'«ble. 

: Had letters hew. knewn at t^ hegianing of the worlds 
Epistolary Writing would have been as old as love and 
^lendship: for, as soon as they began to Nourish, the 
[ Veabal messenger wai dropped; ihe language of the heart 
\ was o«mmitted to chi^rficteis Utax fi^ithrully pieaerved it> 
] aecrcey was maintained^ and social intefcourse rcn- 
1 dered more free and agreeable. Some of the most an- 
. cient compoailions «l^re written Inthis manner, and the 
; light of 'Hiie gospel was delivered by the holy Apostles in 
^ "|£e l^pistolary wajr. . The Eoixians were peiwet masters 
I of this art, as Cmra's letters sufficiently evince ; nor 
fffe ihe Models less sensible of Its excellencies. Some 
^^the finest French writers bave«bttilt iheir fame upon 
JBp&stolary correspondence: and tiie English are tit pre* 
sent so convinced of the advaotiges attending t|iis me* 
tbod of cpnveyinf their sentimentS| that it ssiems to hava ' 
Inumphed over almost every oth^ species of composi- 
tion ; the HistOTfao hfis adopted it ; we have the Greek 
I and Rpman histoariiesy as well as that of our nat^n, adrnl* 
fably ei^ecuted in letters. Almost every thing didactive 
and perceptive, is delivapttd it^Ms way ; the Noveliat 
|(nds it better adapted tb hi^ puifMse than any other 
L mode of writing. No great poet h without hlf mmilinr' 
I Epistle to his friend; and the Traveller seemed loft, t^fl 
'f 1^(1 fpjip,d th© WtM pC op> e^ feis intijlftgeqc^ b 



4 Birtttmiii far-^WHUfi^ Letters* " 

jpetters. To conclude iJUeUerj are the life of trade, tlie 
fuel of Iqtve, tlie pleasure of friendship^ the food of the 
politxciaii, an4 the entertainment of the curious. To 
speak to those we iove or esteenii ii the grentest satisfiu:- 
,tlon we are coqpable of knowing, and the nejLt is, being 
^le to converse with them by; letter* ' 

DIRECTIONS FOR WRITING LETTER^. 

It was a just observation of the honest Quaker, that, i/a 
man think imee hefitre kt gfeoki he'U apeak twice ike better, 
/or it. With great firopnety the above may be applied * 
to all sorts of writings pafticularly the epistolary. , In 
letters from one relation to another, the different cliarao- 
ters of the petsons must be first considered : Thus a 
•father in wnting to a son will. use a gentle autlioH^ : a 
fion to aYather will express a filial duty. And again,. In 
friendships the heart wnt dilate itself with an honest fi-eei- 
clom ; it/ will a{^laud with sincerity and censure wiUi 
Modest reluctance. In letters coneeming trade, the snb> 
ject matter will be constantly kept in vieW| i^ird the 
^;reatest perspicuity and brevity o1)served by the dlffetetit 
correspondents; and in like maniier/ these rules m^ybe 
»p|)tied to all other subjects and conditions of Hfe, vis. a 
'comprehensive id^a of the subfect, and an unaff^ted.sim* 
pllclty, though modesty, in cxpre^on. Nothing mooe 
need be added, only, that a constant aflentioa to thie 
above for a few months, %vill soon convince the learn- 
er, thiit his time has Jiot been spent in vain. Indeed, an 
»i96tddous attention to the study t)f any ai't^eveu the most 
diffictilt, will enable the; lea.rner to surmount every, diffi- 
culty ; and MTiting letters to his cdrrespondents, becomes 
equally easy as speaking in compauy. And if he eare- 
:foily avoid afiecUition, wiU enable him to write in the 
language of the present limes ; his thoughts will be clear^ 
liis sentiments judicious, and his language phun, easy, 
sensible, elegamt, and s\;ited to the nature of the subject. 
As letters are the copies of conversation, jnst consider 
ivhaf you would say to your friend if he was prafeent, ahd ■ 
ivrite dov^ the very wor^s you would speak) which wnfe ' 
f* ^esii[.er your cjp^e uix^cctcd wfi intc1}%ibb. 1 
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\^' ' ^ PEAR BKOTHSB> 

I ]B£SrD£ the mclinattoKi that I have, to mit^ 

i to you coQcerDiDg ^verr thing that happens to 

I' joii here, i fin4 it a duty. . My mother tells 

'me, thathaviBg now no ikther, I zm to look upon 

you^as one ; 1 do not know ^b^thef it wil) be 

to my advantage or apt; hut of this 1 am sure» 

that \ shall find in you all ih6 indulgence, and 

! none, ojt the severity. ' 

^ My mother gave me her commands when she 

parted from me, that 1 shoulil consider you in this 

double light ; she bade me not lose that respect' 

'' which v^as due to your years^ and more due to 

hbe care which she had desired you to take of* 

r (pe, fn that familiarity we used to live together as 

^acquaintance :^ I a^ sure 1 shall obe v her. You 

[may .remember that she followed* me to the 

i stage, but you cannot know the reason : I sup- 

I pose affection did not want its part ; but theie^ 

; was £omething beside : she took that oppor* 

■ A^ 



6 Letiers to and from 

tumiy of giving me this command, being willing 
tb s^y tbese things rather before strangers thanj 
yourself- 

I hope t have not, brother, been bred up witl^ 
50 good a person as you, to be ignorant of tha| 
respect whicb 13 due to a parent. I should hav^ 
lObeyed the command had it been delivered in! 
any manniRr,* but f could see her hold up hei 
handk^erciii^niiany times when she spoke to me ii 
O,brot!ier,^ every tear she stied has cost me .a 
thousand! but' do not spieak of it to give hei| 
uneasiness ; 1 only name it to you, to sh&^ faav^ 
seriously I received her iiistrocliotts ; He tba 
can disregard a parent'scommand, deserves no* 
thing of that length of life which is promised U 
, tlij^Vobedient : but if tiere o^ any who can sligh 
a mptbej's tears, the world ougbt to disown hiip: 
. yi dofassure you I am r^gplved to obey he 
• perfectly , and I give ypu this account as an eu 
gagemeiit to that obeqience ; Perhaps you wil 



a. brqtber. I am, 

With the most true affeoHon and respect, 
V Your obedient brother. 

tlETTfeR It 

Froma^oUng Gcnthnmiv iolm Moili&r, during his J 
' . 7 Sp}tTerUicesh%p . f 

HONOUaED MOTBER, .. 

XovB. having rehired to tlip country, has hiii 

'i^x^<ii mc from writing toy 03 as often a.s;I couk 
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>yah. Ever '^ince t v^sis 4)ound to Mf. Aoson,' 
lie bas treated ihe^ith every sort of indulgence, 
. ^od I have endeavoured to aiDquire the good will 
■ of all ouf customers. I koow that ypu are so 
straitened iib your circumstances, |s not to bei 
khh lo alfofd me pocket-money ; but I have 
this ptea^ure to t^ll you, ^thatMrd; toward has 
taketi care in thi^t partiiiular, and geiieiXHidly 
supplied i]()e from time jfo time. In every part 
df my conduct i slia 11 endeavour to act con- 
' sjsteiirly with the ^inici^les 6f 'virtue, and am, 
with the utmost respect and duty. . 

* Your affectionate sofi: 



' '' LEWfeRHl. 
^rqmayoung GeiMUmanf€i^aBoar<Hng'Sehoolin ike Ccun- 
hyjtofiis BrotherJa^^ppreniice^n^f'ew^'YorL , 

LiTTfck master Bjlly Thompson is going to 
f New-York to^morroiv in thji stage, and 1 hav« 
i ' sent thi^ by biih v>you. We are all well at 
*. st^hool, and 1 ha^6 got«is far as.:Ovjd ; Ihavelfke- 
K ; wise got tlirougb the rules, of practice, of which I 
^ sh^ll^give ybu-a Bette*; acco«^int when r come to 
to\yn on the fourth of July. B^ar brother, ^ive 
my duty to pupSi and mamina, and tell them I 
long to see them ; I pray for them and you every 
day ; and t. have read over the Complete Duty 
of Man, which ihy mamma gave me. 1 spend 
an hour every 4^y in reading Dr. (^Idsmith's 
Roman History.' Pray Charje*, send me some 
bobks, for 1 ani very fopd of reading, and a neat 



6 X^UnioJj/nifrM ^ 

I 
red pocket-boplE:, and I ^all ^o more for jqu i 

^hcn I ieay^ schooi{. I am your loylng brother^ 

I }a:c&|vEZ}. youY kind letter^ arid jam g!ad ^q^ 
bear you ar^ iveil, as also oiF tbe progrtf&s you 
Q^keia learmng. I read ypur ; letter to y<>ur 
papa 9nd mamma> f^^^ th^y are m^ch pleased. 
ivUh it. Bill Thompscm dipes ^t our Jiouse to# 

;^ morrow, and he >viU bring yi^u this, ypuijrniaro- 
ma ba$ sent you tluree dojlars ^ and as you ara 
,§o*fond QjF b^ks/ 1 have sejpt you RoUin'^ 
j^elies Letters. Mr. Austin, our priest, says, 
tbat althougb all sorts of bistory are useful, yet 
he tbiuks yoi^ shquld begin witb tbat of your own 

. country ; and be bas seht a presient of Gordon'^, 
History of A^ierica. I bave isent ypj* the 
pocket-bpok and so^otber things^ jvbich yon, 
,wiAI i&nd sealed ug im the parc^i. We vil beg * 
that ypu -wiy copitJifuQ to pc^^xere .asyoj^ have 
begun, in an .unifQ?;ii)cour^of vktqe. Jt wijfcn- 
title you to tbe favoui!<»f Go^, ;be a |)Ieasure tQ 
your parents, and iimout to your advantage at 
\\i^ last. I ain^4ear brother, 

, - * .' Yoii^r's affectionatetf . 

^ ■ • - ' ' '.-■«.•», 

" LETTER T. 

Srom an aged tadp in the €tmr4ry> to htir Mepe in • 
JWio-Vor^, cflttfwm/ip fter ogMfntt kupmg Company 
!mthi^.GenikmanofbadCb4iraeter. 

The sincere love and affection which I noiv 
^^—- for yoUr indulgent father, and ever Y\^A 



different Belatio^* -. / /# 

ior your yirtJicJps mc^tber, \vhen she was alive, tq-r 
gather witb ^P teM^i^ I'^gasd I l^ave for your 
future bappioess and welfare, have prevail led on 
nrtcf raiher to JBfpriD'you bj letter than by word* 
; of mouth, concerning what I have beard of your 
unguarded conduct, send the too mat freedoms 
you^ take with Mr* Lovelate. . You have becii 
f' seen with hjin ^t the ^Theatre, Coluii^bia, Mount 
I . V(^rnpn, and Vaux-hall Gardens^ Don't imagine^ 
: jiidQe,thati write thtis from a pnociple of ilt na- 
,tur0, itj9 <)ii pprpo^e to'save yqufrbjnaruiii f for, 
vlet'ine te|l you,.ypur famijiarity^wijh him fife's 
Mne no spiall dqnci&rn, as his chafacter js cxtreme- 
^ly bad, and ai he'has acted in t^e most upgep^roti^ 
manner tQ tw^o or thriee virtui)us young Tadi^3 of 
„my* acquaintance, ivbo entertained tqo favoujpaWe 
:^n opinion pf^his honoyr. 'Tis possible, as you 
.have no great fortiine tQ expect, .and he has a& 
upde frpm'Whom he expects a ponsiderable^s- 
jtate, that yoy may be tpmpte<J to imagine his acl- 
w 4res« an offer to your advantage ; bi^tthat is great- 
f :jy to^ be q-lc'etioned ; for^I have heard that he is 
[ftfcep mdebt, ^ also that he is privately engageid 
rlo|i rich old widow in the Jerseys.— In shprt, ray 
fl^tear, he is a perfect iibertine, and is ever boast- 
Ling of favours frpm our wteak sex, whose fondness 
pand frailty aj"^ th^ cojri^tant topics of bis railing 
and ridicule.' — Let me prevail on ywi, <i*^r 
niece) to avoid his company as you ivoulid that of a 
jnadman ; for notwithstanding, 1 still hope yon are 
strictJy virtuous* yet your good name may be ir- 
[ r^parably lost by such opeu a^ts of imprudence". 



10 Letters t9 aiidfrom Different Relation^, ^ 

I have no other motive but an unaffected 2ea) 
for your interest and welfare, f flatter mjself ; 
you will not be offended wit^ |he libertj heifjj 
taken, by 1 

Your sineere friend and affedipnate aunt4 1 

XETOi^a VI. , 

7!ke Yoi^n^ Lackf's Jittfw^'. / ; 

I RECEIVED your letter, and when T coq^idet | 
your reasons for writing, I tbaiikfu)ly acknow^l 
ledge JOB TOY friend. . It 19 true, I hav^ bfeen 
at those public place? you mention alon^^i^l 
Mr.Lov^lace^ but was utterly ig^iorani of hisj 
real character* (le did laake me prbposaki of] 
jnarriagQ, but I told fiim I wouM do notfalDgj 
wii^bout ray father'i) consent. He came to vi9it| 
me this morning, when I told him that a regard] 
for my reputati^i} obliged m^ never to siee hiiQi 
any more, nor ^Vten to correspond tvith Min byl 
letter, and you niay depend on my adfaerli^g fo; 
that resolution. In the meaii^tim'e I return you: 
a thousand thanks for your fri^nd^'/ advice, t 
am sensible every young >yoman ought to b^ 
careful of her reputation, abd sttTdiously atpi^ 
the company of libertines. To convinee yoU 
of my siucerity, I shall leave New-Yoric i^ 
about six weeks, and will call tD siee you aftel 
I bsiye been at n^y father's. '^ 

•lam^ ' 1 

Honoured madain» 
' JoHr affc'^tj^eat^ ftie^c^..^ 
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lETTER VIT. 

FrflSfl ^i^^ JVon tn f^e Cuurdry, to a Merchant iri PCetC' 
Yorkf offering Comipondtnee, 
snt, 

JnY apprefiticesliip with Mr. Wilson being ex* 
Ipired, during which I had proofs of yoar integri«> 
jtjr in all jrour dealing? <rith my worthj tna?ter j 
my parents have given me tivo hundred poundf 
to begin the ivorld, which yoti know is not suffi- 
cient to carry on tr^de to any advant^e : That 
I may be able to sell my ^pods as cheap as pos* 
5ibl^»I would choose to have them from the first 
hand, and likewise the tisnal time of credit. K 
it is agreeable to you, I hereby offer you my 
torrespdndence, not doubting btft yotr wiM use 
ine si^ weH as you did Mr. Wilson^ and you may 
depend oti my punctuality with respect to |f»ay- 
ments.-^My lat^ m^stet has no objection to my 
setting up, as it will not be* in the least prejfidi- 
ttal jto bi$ business. I shall depend on your 
sending me the following ord^r as soon and as 
cheap as possible, and am, sir, 

Your humble servants' 

LETTER Vfti. . 

Tk^ MtrtJumt's Anaoer, 

? . SIB, ' -' ' 

|v Youft*s I recei^vedy and am exfremefy glad !o 
• 4e^r ftat yout parents bave eriaWed you to opeft 

<• 
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12. i^iiers on E%$hu8sJ 

a store for yourself. Your behaviour to your 
Jate roaster wa§ such that it caiii^ot fail of procur- 
ing you many custoiners. >I have seijt you the 
goods by the sloop Poljy of Poughkeepsip, in 
twelve parcels', maTked X I ; atid I doubt not but 
y^u- will be punctual in jour returns, whioh will 
V always enable nie to gerve ypu a^ low^as possibly; 
and with the best goods which I can procure. 1 
£4^r^^j wish you success in business, and doUbt 
pot bi|t .you well know, that honesty and as'si- 
. dijity.are^the most likely means to insure it, and 

. . :1 Your obliged servai^t. 



! .' ' LETTiai IX. ' ^ 

. 'fyaCwrespffndera^ requesting (he pa^emof. a «i^ up 

•' • ' "■ Monet/. , ; -^^ '.,. i 

SIR, *' ' .^ 

AtTHouGH the balanc^x)f the account between 
us has been standing in my favour^ yet I would 
not have applied to you at present, had not a very 
unexpected demand been made upOn ipe f<pr,^ 
very considerabje sum, which, without your 33=- 
sistance, is not in my power to answer. When 
I have an opportunity of seeing ypu, I shall in-^ 
form you of the nature of this demand, and the 
necessity of my discharging it. I hope you will 
excuse me this freedom^ which nothing but a re- 
gard to my credit and family codld oblige mt 
to take. If it do not suit you to remit \hi 
whole, pan will be thaiilcfully received, Hy 

^ Your humble servant. 



I lETTER X« 

Jinneer. v 

SIR, 

I I hare just received your^s, and^ani sorry to 
liear»of yoiir affliction. Thattbe accouot be- 
tween us i^a^not soooer settled, was owiqg to 
(be failure of^two priDcipal creditors. I have 
just received a remhtance from New-Bruns-^ 
wick, and am greatly pleased that it is in. my 
power to answer the whole of yoflr demand. 
The- balance between us »s two thousand dol- 
lars, for which I huve sent inclosed an order 
[ on Mr. Cash, the banker. I hope you will sur- 
r mount this and every ■ other difficulty, and am 
I Your sincere well-wisher.' 

L ti^Tl-ER XI. 

I ^rovi a Merchant at St. Thomas- s to a Brother in ^feit^ 
York : de^ring him to sell some Goods and purchata 
". iflfiers. ,: 

AcdonniNo to the agreement settled between 
tts when , I left Aiperica, I have lent by the 
^Charming Sally, Captain Johnson, twelve bag5^ 
of green cpffee, marked A Z, desiring you to 
dispose of theip, to the best advantage; they 
^re warranted gcod, as I examined every parcel 
fSeparateJy, before they- were sent on board. 
^You will receive an indosed order for se^rAl 
|.different ai*^icles of American produce to be 
4ent by the first ship sailing for this port. Let 
tfietn be as good and cheap as possible yon can 
jrt'ocuipe,'. as ibej aje much wanted at'preseftf- 
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XETTXRXIX. 

The Answer. 

Your's I received, and the tvrelve bags mat^. 
ep A Z, wctfe delivered at iiie cuatom-hoase* :t 
tmtnediately advertised them for sale ifi twelve 
different k)tS) but they were ail pfirchased by aa 
emiAeat merchant here, Ifer wbich 1 have bdged 
in the Bank in yotir pame^ I have likewi^ 
pipped on board the Pispatcb, Captain Hafvey, 
the different articles which you orderedL Tbi^^ 
are in twenty bales, inarlded B M. 1 a^ te^ 
they are th^ best that can be bad on the cof^« 
tient^ and donbt not of their giving sati&factW^' 

I am sir, yoor hamble servants- 

^ . LBTTEE XIll. 

. MR. TH01iPSO5) 

The ei?igi9cc of my affairs compels me ftol" 
l%Hortunately, oay, peremptorilj, to write te» 
you. Can 'yoCi think it possible to carry or 
busine^ tn the manner you ^i by me ? Yoe 
knaw what promises y<Hi have made, and bow 
from time to time,^yoii have broken tben^. Cam 
I the]^fore depend Qpon any neiv ones you make^ 
If you use others as yoa do me, how can yo<^ 
tbiiik of carrying on business? If you do na^^ 
wbat must I tbins^of the man, who deab Worsts 
byi me than Im^ does by others t If you tbrnk 
you-^can trespass more upon me thaii you can oati 

<Miiei&, that is a very t>aC^^°^P''P^O^ ^^ ™7 ^P*^^ 
denoe^'or your gratitude : fo* surely good usage 
ikonlA be ^ntitited to the^s^ame in return, ff 
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Ico9wl^iTi(>'a}k»vr for di^[>poi9(ineivt a^.well 
#$ aoff inim ; bul^cat^ a man he' disappointed.for 
«fcqr? TcsdH is fco dep^QcleiU^ a tbing, that U 
cannot b^ iOairi^d qii witb<H»lt mutual piiDctualitv. 
l>oel» n0tt tjbe oifi^fiiQbarit expect it from ine for 
lUbeie v«f]r go<Ms I $eo<| yp^ } What end can it 
#W»r^ t^ gi^$ ypij two year? credit, ^ad. than 
llm at an utic^ftaibty, for good^ which I sell at 
^ »!f^a]l jprofit, an,d have ohTj si« mQQtii^ ereiiit for 
myself \ lodee^t^ sir, this will sever do. X p^X. 
W more punctuaUj jused by ffwx^ or ehe bnust 
4eal as Jij^ie puiH^t^ally wit|i M()evs : Afid tbeH 
inrbat, must be tbe 4Dpp$equeBc^ % In short, sir, I 
fedtpefit a IjtaMdsoc^e.payii^nt by the next return, 
a4d seciirity for the r^n^afi^der ^ a^ I aQ^ very 
itoath t9 take any harsh measures, to proc^ur^ 
jMstice to myeelr, my f^ijfiily, and qreditoq, 
JPor I am, if it be upt your own fat^lt, 

Your faithful friend and seryaot*. 

IKTTER XIV, 

I ApKif QWL^pG£^yi(h gratitude the lenity yQU 
have at all timies al^wn^ and Rjy b|^ipf obliged i(^ 
disappoint you so often has given jme ipuch un- 
jfi;a$iiH>ss4 I do assure you, sir^titat I am not so un- 
grateful as my conduct has given ypui^^on to be- 
lieve. From the state of niy accounts, yoji will 
^nd that the greatest part of my property :is in the 
hands of country dealers, who, although they sel-; 
,dcm fail, yet their ^imes of payment are very pre- 
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cariods atfci tincertain. However, to conrkfcuyoa 
of mjr iiifegrrty, I have sent Jbythia day's post an 
order for 2S0 dollars, and next week 5^011^. shall ttsv 
oei^e One mi4cb larger. The retnaindjer sbaJl be 
sdnt in a very short lime. 1 am determined, for 
IhefUtur^, to make the rutins laid down In your ex- 
' <i^Iletrt letter, a gdide, in my dealings with 'those 
people whose diflatorinesi^ in making good theit- 
jpayments to me, obliged me to disappoint yOu ; 
Atid to convince you further of my. integrity, 
the goods which f order until the old account is 
paid off, shall be for ready^raonfey. I doubt not 
l)ut you WiH contiriue to treat tne with the sahie 
good usagfe'as formelj', and believe me to beim-* 
feignedJy. V 

' '' ' Your ohligedhumblfe servant, 

. ' - J.ETTEB XV, 

t^ma Country Farmer to a Landhrdj^ excusing Belay tj" 

J . ' PayYiittU. 

BONOCR£D SIFw, ■/ 

I AM extremely 5orry that through a variety 
of. unforeseen accidents I am obliged to write to 
ypu on sufch a subject as this. ' The jB$a;son last 
year was bad, bul I wa's enabledTp'Jjay ytjtr. 
Tfeis has turned oilt much worise, ai»d it'beihg so 
long before we could get the corn home, it is not 
yet fit to be sold. I only beg your paiience 
about two months longer, when 1 hope to pay 
you faithfully. With gratitude, 

t am> sir> your honest tenant, 
^'"^ ' "And htimble^vant. - 



LETTER XVt. ^ 

ThtAniwer. 

. 1 HOPE that ifom the whole of my conduct, cvci; 
;^tnce you fir^t beCame my tenant, th^t you can- 
jioi have reason to allege any thing against iir<?;i 
I never treated y#u ^vith rigoui*, as I always- 
considered you as ai^ nidusfrlous hone$t mao. 
Mak<? yourself perfcclJy easy concemmg the 
payment of your rent tilt I come to the country 
jn the summer, an'd if things are as yocT repre- 
sent them, (and 1 doubt not but they are) you 
wiay he assured '^ every reasonable indulgence.^ 
< i am yojor's*: 

XETTERX:^IJ. 

^htm itninsolvcT^ DiMor^ to hisprindpal Crediter, reqm^* 
ing the J^cceptance c(f a CompotiUon^ 

WrtfiN first entered upon business, 1 Jittle 
thought that ever 1 should be under the neoes* 
sity of writing toyou oii siiich a subject as this : 
but experience «^onviiices me, that it is mucti 
better to ackaowledge the state of my affairs (o 
niy creditors, than put them to the expense of 
taktng put a commission of bankruptcy. To 
you, tberefor^slr, as the pers#n to wliom I am 
principally indebted, do I address myself on 
tWs melancholy occasion!, and must freely ac- 
knotrlirdge that my ai^irs are very much per- 
plexed* 1 have been those ten years past en- 
fleavourin^ to acquire something tor myself, but 
in vain. The variety of d iierent articl|^ which 
1 have bedn Gfbliged to sell on credit, and the . 
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1#, Xtitun C9s^ Su9ii0dr:^ ' 

losses iostained thereby, always kept me la !or«r 
circumstances ; and often when 1 paid j you 
money, I had bowb left fca: the support of. my 
femily. If you will be pleated to employ any 
prudent person to examine my books, I doubt 
not but you will, be convinced, that the whole 
ol* my conduct has been consistent with the 
jstrictest rules of bpnesty ; and if it shall appear 
so to yoy, I must beg: you will be pleased to call 
a meeting of th« creditors, aod jay. it before 
them. I have not spent any more than \Ya» 
absolutely necessary for the support of my 
family, and every thing remaiiiing shall be de* 
liv^red up, - When all this is done, I hope you 
will accept of it, as it is not in my power to do 
any more' and consider me as one whos^ misfor- 
tunes call foi* pity instead of resentment, 

I ani, sir, your most bumble servanh 

LEiTER ')mn. '■ 

' The Answer. " 

SIR, ' ^t ,' ^ ^ 

It is with the greatest concern that I have pe- 
rused iyoaralffecting letter; ahd sjjould consider 
myself as very cruel indeed if I r^fusecl to 
compty with a request so reasonable as that 
made by you. I hav« employea a worthy per- 
son, a friend of mine, to examine your books, 
the result of which shall be immediately laid 
before the^'other creditors, and if it is as repre- 
sented, jou need not be afraid of any harsh 
usage.;, I always considered you as one of the 
greatest integrity, 2nd am determined to lay 



^«w'n n plan for 7aur fHtitre support. In the 

loean time I hare s6nt a triile ta defray your^x? 

pt&ns^s, tilt the other affairs are s^Uedv^and am, 

• ; Your sincero treH- wisher^ 

. , MTTERXIX. 
^<tm « Tradesman ta ■ a wholesale Vealcr^ tQ dehy Pay^ 
metit of a Siim of Mm^y." 

SIK, 

"^My note to you. will be payable in fen ^sysi 
^pd I am sorry to iBfprmyou, tbat although Ih^ve 
cunsideifable sums in^good hands, yet none of 
thein aire due tbefe three weeks, which is all the 
time I reS]uire« It is a favour I nerer asked of 
aoj till this moment, ^4 I hope for the future 
not to hare any occz^slon to^ repeat it. lam 
really distressed for your answer ; but aa a proo^ 
«f itty sincej'ity, have sent inclosed thrieenote^ 
8ab|cribed by persons well known to yourself,, 
and although they eaceed my debt, yet I have 
no objection to your keeping them aa security 
till due. Let me beg to hear from you as soon a^ 
ihb come? to hand, iVhich will greatly oblige 

Your humble servaot. 

LKTTER XX. 

^Tk^ answer. > 

• It v^rm extremely fortiniate for you that yiour 
letter arrived the day after it was writteh, for I 
was to have paid your note away yesterday, 
and I could not have had an opportunity of rer 
<?alling it in time to have served you. Indeed 
It was imprudent not to communicate the news 



jgg ijiUri on Bmine^ 

to me sooner, a» year credit might have beel^ 
greatly affected by such an unnecessary delays 
However, I impute it to your unwillingness to 
reveal the state of your aFairs, and shall keef^ 
the note in my hands till your own becomes 
due, and for that purpose hare returned the 
others, not doubting but you will send me the 
money at the Ume promised, which will greatly 
qblige 

.: i • Your sincere weli-wisfaer. 

LETTim XXI. 

^rojn a Country Siore-k^eperi to his friend in Mew- ForP, 
^ desiring kim to send him some Good*. 

SIR, 

That friendship which we contracted in our 
youth, is not yet^ l hope, abated, although Provi>- 
Jjence has placed us m^my nvileis distant from 
each other. I haVe heard of your suc€es| in' 
New-York, and it is with pleasure I caa assure, 
you that I am comfbrtablj' settled here. But 
you know that our returns are slow, and profits 
small, and thereibrc, however^ wiUing, I am not 
in circumstances sufficient to defray the expanse 
of a journey to New-Ycfrk, in order to purchase 
gbods at the best hand ; which has been at- 
tended with some loss, because a considerable 
expense., RelyiiTg therefore on your former 
friendship, 1 have presumecHt) solicit your as- 
sistance, to purchase, from time to time, what 
Coods I may happen to want^rom New* York, 
for which an order shall be. remitted on delivery. 
At present I have only ^nt for a few artielcs> as 



you ift^W sjee-bythB if^plosed^ I ^loubtnot of 
your getting them as good and as cheap as pos- 
sible.; and if there iranjrtbing I cau do to serve 
yoM in this partot the country, you may depend 
on its being executed ivith the utmost fidelity 
and. dispatch. 

I am, sir, -your sincere friend. 

Tour's I received, and am extremely glad l(^ 
hear of your being so comfortably settled'. There 
is a pleasure in looking back to those youth (ul 
days we s^eht tqgether in harmless amusements, 
and^ it giVes me gi'eat pleasure to think that 1 
have it in my power to be any way of service t^ 
iny friend. The goods ypu ordered are sent in 
the Hudson PacHet', directed to you. .They a'Q 
a^good and as cheap as any to be h^d in New* 
Tork, and i hope you will be a considerable 
gaiixer- With respect to your kind proffer of 
service, I heartily thank you, and sliall, as occa- 
sion requires, trouble ypu vrith something of that 
nature. In the mean lime be "Surie to command 
me in every thing wherein I 6'an serve you, i| 
it wiU give the greatest pleasure to ' ] 

■ Your sincere friend. 
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tETTERXXUL 

From a young GenUenumto a Ladpt uHh wh^ ij4 n ifj\ 

' MADAM, ^" ■ 

J HAVE three times atteinpied to gire 70a a. 
verbal relation of tiie contents of this letter ; bjut 
my he.art aa oftea failed. ' I kpow not in what 
light it may be considered, QxAy if 1 cap form 
any notion of iny own heart, frbm the imprei^'* 
sion ipade on it by your many amialile accdm« 
p]ishmepts,'my happiness ip this world will, iq 
Sk great measure, depend on your answer. I an^ 
hot precipitate, madam, iior vyould I desire your 
hand, if your heart did not accpmpapy it Mf 
circumstances are independent, and opy charac-* 
ter hitherto tmblemished, of which you shall 
have the most undoubted proof. You have al^ 
ready seen some of ^ly relations at your aiint^s, 
in Head-strieet, particula^rfy my mother, with 
ivhom I now live. Youk aunt will inform you 
Concerning our family, and if it is to your sati 
isfactibn,' I shall' not only cbpsidcr iijyself as ex- 
tremely happy, 'but shall also make it the prin- 
cip?il stvdy of my future life to spend my day* 
in the company of her whom I do prefer to -lU 
others in the world. I shall wait »r your an-y 
^wer with the utmost impatience, and am/ 

Madam; yeur rb$l aiimireiC ' 



LETXtR XXir. -' 

SIB,' ,-\ •/ , 

I REC£i7£D yronr Ii^tter last! night, and as tt 
,ttras on a subject I h^ not y^t any tiioughts of, 
you will tK>t wonder when I tell you I w^sa 
goo4 deal surprised. Although I j^ave^eeri you 
at <|j£fereiit tlooes» y^t I had not the most, dis- 
t^jot thoughts of your making proposals of such 
ti nature* Thiso of your sex have often assert- 
ed that we are Torid of flattery, and mighty 
pleased lo l^e praised 1 1 shall therefore suppose 
it to be true, and excuse you for those fulsome 
encomiums bestowed upon me in your letter ; 
but am afraid, w^s I to comply with your pro- 
posal, you would sooii be convinced that the 
charms yoti meii'tioii, and se6m to valu^ so mucby 
are merely exterior appearances, j^hfeih, like the 
siunmer^s flower, will irery sooa fade, and alf 
those mighty professions of love will €iii at last 
in indifferenceVpr, which is fl'orse, iii disgust. 
Tou desire me to inquire of tny aunft concerning 
jroiir character and family. Yoii most excuse 
me when I tell you, that I km <>bHged to decline 
making any such inqiriry. However, as your 
behaviour, when in company, wasalways agree- 
able, 1 shall treat you* ?yith as much respect as 
js CQnsisteht with common decorum. My wor- 
thy jguardian. Ml*. Itfelvill, is now at his se$t at 
6loomingdale| and his^ conduct to me has been 
sa much like &at of 14 parent, that J['dohHcboos<^ 
to take one step' in sin affair of su^h itrtjportance 
without botl^ hil5 c^nseilt and apprdbsition!^— 



There is an appearance of sineerUy runs througH 
your letter ; but there is <one particular to 
fvbtch. I have a rery strong objection, which vt 
this ; Yog say that yon live along vrith yo«r 
mother, yet yo\x don't say th^t yocr h^ve either 
communicated your sentiments ' to her or ybnr 
other rehtioni?. I must freely 'and honestly tell 
you that as I Tfould not disoblige my othi rela- 
tions, so neither would I, on any consideration, 
admit' of any addresses contrary to the incli- 
nations of your's. If you can clear' up this ft> 
my satisfaction, I sball send yon ^ n^ore explicit 
ansnrer^ and am, sir, 

Your most obedient hatnble sexvanti 

■ / 

LBTTTER XXV. . 

I iiETriLs yon , a thousand thanks for yot!?*, 
tetter, and it is with, the greatest pleasure that 
I can clear ap to your eatisfaction the matter 
you doubted of. Before I wrote to you, I com- 
muiiicated the , affair to . my two cousins ; but 
tiad not courage enoygh 19 mention it to my , 
inotber. ; however, that i? now pver, aad no- 
thing, &he says, wouh) give her greater ple©- 
Snre than to see me matiried .to ji.young lady df 
your amiable character. Nay, so far is she 
ffom having any objection,>tbat.she would havii 
waited on' you as the bearer of this,, had 1 notr 
"persuaded, ier against it, as slje has been these 
three days afljicted r{\X\i ^ ^^^vei'e cold, and i 
W'a^ E^ferid, fbat if sh% had vcn^uterf-.abroad ^;0 
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800I1, it mi^t b^ att^deti MiiU d^Dgerous 
tonfeequences»— Biit, to coBvince you of my 
sincerity, she has sent the irlclosed, written with 
her dwn band j arid whatever may b^ the con-' 
tents, I so^mly assure you that I am totally 

'^igBOi^nt, except that she told me it was in ap- 
proUktiion of my suit. If you will give me 

leave to wait, on you, I shall then be able 16 e^ 

F lain thiitgs more particularly, 
anr, dear madam. Your real lover. 

tETTER XXVL 

I'rom tlu y0ung Genileman^s Mother f to the young ta4yl^' 

DEAR MISS, 

If you find any thing in t^ese lines impro-' 
perly written, you will candidly excuse itvas 
coming from the hands of a parefit, in behalf <|f 
an only, beloved, and dutiful son. ' \ 

^My dear Charles has told me that you have 
made such an impression on him, that he knbwd 
not how td be happy in any one «Ise, and it 
gives me great happiness to find that he ha^pla* 
<i0d his affections on SA worthy . an object. In- 
deed it has been my principal study to fnstruct 
liim in the principles of our holy reUgioJEi-; well 
knowing that tbos^ who do not fear God, will 
never pay any regard to domesti<i duties. Hi? 
father died when his soft w|is' only teil months 
old, and being deprived' of the parecftj ^tl my 
consolation was that I had his image left in the 
son. I nursed him with all tb<6 tendfer|ie§s pos> 
sible, and ei^^n taught bin) tp read anfl write» 
When be i^was, of proper age, I sent him to a 
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boarai rig-school i and afterwards to college. 
Whilst b^ was prosecuting his studies, I wa^ 
constantly employed in recommem^ing him to 
the care of that God whose eye behold all hia 
ereatures, and will reward and punish according 
to their merit. Ever $ince his Teturt* fiola 
Princeton, he hats resided constantly with lae, 
and hU conduct to every one wi^ whmn heM^ 
had any connexions, has been equal to my 
utmost wishes. At present, jfey dear girl, I am 
in a very sipkly condition, and although t have 
concealed it from him, yet, in all human pro- 
bability, my time in this world will notr be long. 
Excuse the indulgent partiality of a mother^ 
when I tell you that it is my real opinion yoa 
<^n never place your affection on a mor^ worthy 
young man than my son. He. is endowed wi4l 
more real worth than thousands of 0ther3 whom 
I have known; and I have been told of m^ 
stances of his benevolence^ Vhich he has indu9« 
trio^sly concealed. , I have, only to add further^ 
that the only worldly consideration flow upon, 
my mind is to see him happily married^ aiid 
then my whole attention shall be fixed oil tbat 
place, where I hope to enjoy eternal ielicity^ 
i am, 

Dear miss, your sincere well-'^isbeA 

I WILL excuse the fondness of a tender idothcur 
f^r her only child. Before I received^your'^:, I 



iUouTtihify WBkd Vkurtiagt. ^ 

iiad beard an Recount of yotir una&cted prcty^ 
and the many accomplishments of ypur son ; 
jso tliat I .was no way suiprised at what you say 
concerning. him. 1 4p assure. you, madam, that 
I would. prefer an alliance with you before eveo 
nobility itself^ and I think it must be ^y own 
ifault if I ever repent calling you mother. I 
wasjgoingto say, that you had known l)ut fe4V 
pleasures in this life, to be deprived of your 
husband so soon,«and the test of y^pur life spent 
tinder so many infirmities. But your letter 
convinces me that you have felt more real plea- „ 
^ure in the practice of virtue and resignation to 
the Diviqe will, than ever can be had in any« 
nay, even the greatest temporal enjoyments. 
% have sent inclosed a few lines to your son, to 
vrhich I refer you for a more explicit answer^ ;, 
.^nd ami inadam, r, 

Ybnr sincere well-wisher. 

LETTER XXVill. 

T&c young Lady*i .^nrwer to her Lovi^\ 

i RECEIVED your's, together with one inclosed 
from your mother, and congratulate you on the 
happiness you have had in being brought up 
tinder so pious ;^nd indulgent a parent. 1 hope 
that her coaduct will be a pattern for you to 
ctipy after, in the whole pf your future life : It 
is virtue alone, sir, '^f bich can make yoii happy.' 
IVith aspect to myself, I freely acknowledfe 
that I have not at present any reason to reject 
5^fip(jP offer, although J caiTDQt gw yoti a posfii 



live answiF uittil I have fir^t consulted wkli my 

fiafdiaiv li^ptiday next I set out for his i^eat at 
loom iogdale, from wi>ence you may be ^re of 
bearlsg from me as soon as possible,* and am» 

Your sincere iv0U-ifffsher, 

/In my la^t I told you, that you should beai^ 
froip me asvsoah as possible, /and therefbre"! 
ftoiy sit down* t6 fulfil my promise; I cotfimu- 
nlcated your proposal to Mr. Melvell, who, aft€* 
lie had wjitteti to his ^orri^spondent ii^ New? 
Tork, told nie as follows : . • 

. Mififi, I • bate inquired conceriiing the y oting 
gentleman, and the information I have received 
is such that I h6t only approve of your choice, 
bUt must also confess, that if I did not dp every 
thing in my po We r to forward the union, I should 
be acting contrary to the request of your father 
when; he lay on his death bied. You nxay, said 
be, commnnicate this to your loVer as soon as 
you please, and may every happiness attend 
you, both in time and eternity. 

^d now, sir, have 1 not told you enough ? 
Some might think too much ; but I ;am deter^ 
jnined to begin with as much sincerity as I could 
irish to practise if standing in the presence of 
my Maker. To expect thfe same from y^»u is 
jHtesonable; I look for it, and shall be Very 
tinhappy If disappointed. But I Will hope for 
the b»5t^ and doubt aqI but the reiligious ^(^ 
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tiou bestoireid p^ you by yott? worthy inotber» 
will operate on the whofe of your futur6 con* 
* duct in life. You may, therefpre, lay asidp. the 
tedious formality of courtship, and write to ^me 
as one with wliom you mean to spend your time 
'ip this world. 
. ! Erer since toy arriya} h^re^iny time b^tsbeen 
3pent ifi Tisiting, soiusy the woO<|Sy the fields, 
and cottages, meditating on the unbounded 
goodness of the Almighty Crei^br. How infi- 
nite is bis wisdom? How unbounded his libe- 
rality ? JEvcry thing in nature conspires to ex- 
alt bis praise^ and acknowledg^i!^ ^ith latitude 
their dependence on himu But I will not tire 
you with such dull descriptions of reah beauties. 
jPrescfQt my sincere respects to your worthy 
. inotber. I hope $he gets the better of her iis^ 
ord^r, and be assured f^tl am, ypur's aQd her's, 
' , With tbe greatest affection. ^ 

' tETTEK XXX, 

- ' Tiie yovjig^ Qentfemm's .^bmeer. . 

< Mr DEAR ANOEL, / , 

Is th^re smy Dfiedium between pleasure and 
min? Ca» mojiming and mirth be reconciled? 
Will my/, dear charmer believe^ that whilst I 
was reading hei* letter with^he greatesl^ plea* 
sure, \ was shedding, tears for an a£feetionat^. 
parent ! Thus Divine Providence things pitjper 
to mii^ some ^11 with our poutiotfln life. It is 
kn poss lb l« for fiae Xo descri be the variety of 
passions now struggling in my breasL Ten 
tjjotisand Messing^ to my. charmer oiv Jhc one; 



:>o 



Laittra on Lesc, 



tiatiilj aiij as wany teats lo a beloved pSMat] 

[ Ibc ollitr. I conceived a iiption d( tifo imfl 

Eibklilicj; one of whkli I ttm obli^eJ la <,tfl 

fie r;ill) ; ihfi oilicr, thanks to you, 
lljuUi-Ht I cuulil not Ji^c ivithout my dpji- 



I t coulil call you mine ; but I | 
nVjiv obliged to eiibmil (o ihe one, ivlijigt I h 
ilie pleasing prospect of being in \\w y 
_uf tbe olhej. Wilt my dear Bj'mpatbize i 
vill blie bear ivilh l^umau paasiaj 
■And alttiougli all my bupe of leinporal bad 
heas is Quired in you, yet I doubt not but J 
nil! excuse icy abciUiitg a tc»i' ov«r tbe 
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^dmicit to the tomb. My dear erealure, ' 
jt {los^ible fur me to describe tbe many \'\n 
of (hut ivorlby Homa» who is now iio more; r 
"KQliid (IfBW a ''cii over the partiality of fi 
;dulT. Her last words were lliese; ''My d 
.diifd, I am poiv going lo pay tbat debt impo 
tlie wliulc bum 9 11 race, ia consoqueDoc 
, . . fiwt parents' disobedience.— You kii6n n 
IDStructions I bave giveo you from tin 

lI let mc beg of you to liearlii tlieiil 

far af tbcy are coiMiiteuI wilb tbe will of Gfl 

May you be bspprf^ 

■filing lady on wboin • 

■ '■- : but ra.iy both ji 

' li bappinci 

.i,il you must c«n»ifl 

.<.-. merely ael3!ccif g 
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balldo. To the Almigb.ty G6d I rccominend 

She wasvgQiii^ on, when the thread of life 
^as brokeo, afid she ceased to be any more.-w 
Such Fas the "last end of wiy dear mother,'^ 
whose remains are to be "interi^d thk evening, 
and as soon as I can Settle every thing urith her 
executory, J will (a? it were) fly to meet you. 
W grant thaf our happiness in this life way 
be conducive towards prottiotihgoiir everlasling 
feJicitjr hereafter. ' I,am^ as before, ♦ ^ 

tETTER XXXT: 

FrorA ike IMy,(tfttt Mcpiaget toherCbudn^ ummied: 

I HAVE ribw changed my riattj^; and ^ \tm^ 
^f libcrlji^, " mqst sub'scribe '■ #ife. What an 

awkward expf^sipn/ say' soibWtHpw pleasing, 
s^y pthiBrs ! But left that be 4is i^ niay. Ihavc 
been married tb BQy dear^CbifJeg these three 
inonths,' and 1 *an freely acltBdwled^,' that I 



never knew hat)plbess "till' nowj.' To; have a 
feal friend; to* whoin 1 can bonamginiciate my se- 
crets; and' ivhov on i.all occasitiiK^ i* r^ady to 
sympatlujie With me; is wh^ I fieVer, btefore 'ekv 
perieneed/ Att theke benefits, my deai-eoasm. 
I hare m^t With itt my^ befloVed husband* His 
prinr^ip^r catc s^fe!i*i^ (dbfeilo: j|i6^^very tifng 
possible t6 please ine^indii tlB6r6>i}ot some- 
thing called duty inciirinbiBnt^oi!i rife? Perhaps 
you willlangh at fhe tyord daty, and say tjjatit 



/ -. 



WD foT lorcK, especiftllr !uab of eur 
trould rather be c«lebrali>i}r]br a romaiil 
of ViinJ, tlian for nhal is more preferabl 
, jirudcnl decorum, yet I cannot bul he pers 
«d, there ma/ occur auch a crisia, as m.iy c 
it coiisi*tenI vrilh tlie strictest ruks of ha 
«ind Jtiallce ; which least ought lo be put ii 
^abnce, if not outweigh whatever custom 
have prescribed. That Rucb a crisis now w 
your letter, and ronncr coacurring lesliraa 
make manirest. Fur Ihave too high an 
of your integdiy lo doubt their tnitli ; 
JiCTe r»o when I aisura you most eoIqidii 
place tlieir validity to that account, and ti 
ta. mistaken notion or consciousness of 
merit. No, sir. 'lis from a loo sensible eo 
lion «r your own Injurious error of )*our 
^oa, I have been iuduced ti^ comnif Ihia 
lence to my sev. I had atmost made ay 
"timcnts conjure you to Jusist, tre il be too 
in Ibe pursuit of a pa»sloii, that cinQolhul I 
with it a train xtf incvilaMe mLierieE, w«i 
jTinst be sticniled willi Ihc ¥iola!iun of ycur 
to that relation to ithon you arc bound to 
so implicit eltt'dicncc, 'by ibo laWK of ii 

Sratliudc, .ind heaven. I will not offenil 
elicacy, in urging Ihoie of inlcrt-sE and 
fiendency, thoufjh each considoratlun ong 
^ave jlB prevalence, against m.ikinga 
•f it to an impetuous passion for on 
ingle desert is, lliat she dnpis your isdig 
lore than lAe regrets thai of Ibe 

Frf*n<(wi 







L c.; LETTfiRXXXIV. 

I tfotn u 'rich ywng CtntUmmf U a beautiful yoifng Lasiyr 
r ' ' . * "^9%^ no fariuM. * 

[ Mtsd.nopaUf * * ' 

I It k a general .reflept ion against |be manner^ 
. of tlie present age^ tbat marriage rs only con** 
I sidered as one of ^ose methods bjr which ava** 
; nice may be satisfied, and poverty averted ; that; 
' lieitber the character nor stccompUshments of the» 
^^ vroman are regarded /her meti^ being es^matedL 
\ 4)y the thpusaeds of her fortune. 1 acknQiV'<*> 
^ ledge that the a^cusiation is too ti^e, and to that 
"^^ may be ascribed the many unha^p^v matches 
[ we daily meet, with j ibr how is it possible that 
I those should ever ha^e the same affection foe, 
• eajob other, who wer^ forced to comply wkb- 
I terms to which they had. the utmeet aversion^ aa 
■; If they' had bcwsn allowed to consult their owtik 
I inclination, and give their hands where they 
I have engaged their hearts ? For my own part* 
I /.ihaye been always determined to cojtisult my 
/ jnclitiatipn where there is the least appearance 
\, of happiness ; and^ having an easy indepeiid- 
^ ency, am not anxious about iocreaslngit ; being 
|. well convinced, that in all states, the middle^ 
[ one Is bi$st, I mean neither poverty nor riches ; 
I whrph leads^ m!^ to the discovery of a passioix 
[ which I have long' endeavoured to conceal. 
: The oppcn'tunities which I have had of con- 
versing, with you at Mrs. B's, have attest cc% 
' vinced me, that iferit and riches are far fi'om. 
i being connected, and that a woman tnay have. 
[■ ffiose qua|ific%tipn? necessary to adort hjr sifx, 



tieltm OK Zau, 

although adverse ibrtiine ha* denicil h»j oioifl 
f I ,iin sure thai all liiuse riitu^a ucce 
e hnppy in ihii marrisgc stale, 
, fed in j-ou, and iihalcver objection j 
fbave li> a)y person, jet t bo|>e ttierc cau4 
Jrimue to in>' ohntacler; and if jtod niU conn 
Ifilo he mine, ii sbull be my cuiulatit itudjT 
■ Inabe yuvt life agre^blc, ami, iinJer Ihe 
tlcaring djaraclc^ of a husband, cmleaTCH 
Supply rour early loss of the best of I 
1 Knis. i aliall exprct youi' answtr ns siwl 
I poif'Me, fi/r I wait fdr it ivilli ihn utiuojll 
ppaltenca. I am your alfccliunate luve 



I iiKC&i?E[> your letter yeMerctay, and g 

Uudi- for tbe generous propoinl which }'oii It 

ro^de, obliges me to tbauk you heartily fori 

^COnlent«- 

A« I have no objection either to your p«4 
IT character, you will give me leave to deal f 
perely, and stale those things wbir.h nt pre 
Vltear great iveighl trilh me, niid petbaps i 
iir remain uiiatiswered . and hinder me I 
tcring it>l° (bat slate against nbich I hai 
B least aversion, 

Tou well Viiim (at least I (magino so) 
_Jie pro|iO!iaI you havi? irtade mc h a secret I 
f\i) your rolationn »a<i frif'ndrf'i and noi 
' it e nil' to rush pircipitAJoly into the n 
le, irfaon i hare ihe siaitetl It^MO to J 
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^ ' ' ' '•• ' ^ 

r ]that I shauld be looiked Upon with con^tempt, bjr 

r those whom nature had coimected me with? I 
should consider myself obliged to promote the '' 
happiness of my husband ; and bow tonsisteot 
would a step of that nature be with such a 

^ flksplulton ? Vouiluiow that I was left an orpban^ 
aind had it Hot been for the pious care of Mrs. 
B: miist have been brought up in a state of seF- 
vitude. Tou know that I have m fortune ; and 
Were I to accept of your offer, it would lay me' 
iinder such obligations as must dei^troy my 
liberty. Gratitude and love are two very dif- 
ferent thingsw The on ^supposes a'^nefit re- 
ceived, whereas the other is a free aCt of the 
will. Suppose me i^ised to the joint possession 

^ of your fortune, could I call it mine unless I had 
brought you something as an equivalent : or, 
have I not i^ason to fear that you yourself may 
consider me as under obligatiofas itoconsistent 
with the character of a wite ? I acknowledge 

. the great generosity of your offer, and I would 

. consider myself highly bbdoured, could t prevail 
with myself to prefer to pe^ce of mind the en* 
loyment of an affluent fortune. But, as I have 
been very sincere in my answer, sp let me beg, 
that you will endeavour to eradicate a passion, 
tvhich, it^ nourished longer^' mdy ptove fatal tg 
us both, 

Withtbe greatest fespect, .. 
.:', Your sincere tveU- wisher. 



LETTER XXXVI. 

The (krUteman's Reply.. 
«T jam 90fBU> '*- 

Was it not cruel to start 8» manj objections ? 
Or could yoq suppose me capable of so- base aa 
.Action^as to destroy your freedom and peace of 
mind ? Or,' d<> you think that I am capable oC 
ever forgetting yov> or being happy in the en* 
joyment of another ? For God's sake do not 
^entioii gratitude any more. Your many vir* 
tues entitle you to mu£h more than I am able to 
give ; but all t^at I have shall be your's. ^ With 
respect to mf relations, I have none to consult 
besides itfy mother and my uncle, and their con* 
sent, and even approbation, are already obtain- 
ed. You have olJteD heard my mother declare,, 
that she preferred my happiness with a woman 
of virtQe> to the possession of the gDeatest for- 
tunc ; and, though I forgot to mention it, yet f 
had communicated my sentiments to her, befbrs 
I had opened my mind to you. Ijet me beg 
that you will Uy aside all those unnecessary 
•eniples which only serve to make one unhappy^ 
who is already struggling under all the anxieties 
of rfial aQd genuine love. It is in your power,, 
my dear, to make me happy » and tiooe else can* 
I cannot enjoy one.moment^s rest till 1 have 
your answer ; and then the liappy day shall be 
fixed. Let me beg thai you ^ill not s^rt any 
ipore objections, unless yon are my real enemy ;. 
but your tender nature ctanaot suffer you Xq be 
«nieU Be mine, my dear^ and 1 am your's for 
Iff jf servant shall wait (gt an aosw«r td. 






t.cufi$h^t Anil lihrriagfy iS9 

jrodr «ver sincere Icnrer, wlidse s#le htppiness it 
centred in joit. ianiy^c* r ' 

IfiTTER XXXVS. 

The JLa^'i AruwcT' ' 

I yijTo tbet %ben on^ of jour sex femts a. , 
ffesolutton you are determined to jgo tfaHN>ugh> 
wfcatever he the event. Your answer to my 
first objectioil I must -confess is satisfactory, f 
Wish I could say so of the others ; but I find 
fliat if I must comply, f s^aH he obliged to trust 
Ae femainder to ^oui^tf. Perhaps this is al- 
ways the "case, and even the mest cautious hav^ 
ItecB deceived, tiowever, ^ir^ I have commnni* 
•^ted the conilentsof yi»ir letter to Mi^. B. air 
^ou know she has been to sue as a parent. She 
has not^ny objection, and I am at last reaieivedt 
to comply. J must give mysBU up to you a poor 
friendless •orphan, and shall endiiavour to act con- 
sistent irith the robs lakl down and enforced 
t»y our holy religion: And if you should so far 
deviate £rom the paths 4»f vi#tue as to tiphraid 
me with poverty^ i have no frien^ to eompkia 
to bdt that G«d who is Ifce feiher of tht fatf^" 
iesi. But I have a better ofpSnion of yeu thatt 
to entertain any such fears* I have left tbo 
iime to yourowii appcilntmenty and let me beg 
thai: you will continue in t^ practice of that 
virtuous educatiott which you have received*. 
Virtue is its own vi6Wan!« and I cannot b^ 
tHibappv witli the loan who' pie^ the 4«tit9 



40 IjBtt^rs on ti6V€, 

6f religion to gaity and dissipation. ^ 

V I am your's ^inccrefy. . 

hBTEER JtXXVni. 

From a tody to a GerUlpwrn, complaining oflndiffarenct^ 

SIR, 

However, light yqv^ make of promises, yet 
I am foolish enough to consider them as somer- 
thing morft than ti-ifles; and am likewi$e 'in* 
duced to believe, that the nisin W^o votuhtarily 
breaks a profpise, will not pay much regard to 
'an bath : and 'if So, tn ivhat light must I const- 
cler your opnduct ? Did I not giVe you my pro- 
mise to be your^s, and bad you no other reason 
for soliciting than merely to gratify your yani- 
ty ? A briifal gratification, indeed, to 'triumph 
over the is^eakness of a woman wh6sC( greatest 
iatdt was,! that sfhe loved y^u. I say, loved 

fou ; for it was iq consequence of that passion 
first consented to become your's.*— Has yoiir ' i 
conduct, sir, been consistent with iny 8ubmissi(»i^ 
or with your solemn protestations ? Is it con- 
sistent with the characteir of a gentleman, first 
to obtain a .Roman's cotoseiit, and afterwardti 
brag that he had discattled her, and found one 
more agreeable to his wishes ? Do not equivi^ 
cate, I have two convincing proofs of your id- 
sincerity ; I saw you yest^day walking with 
Sliss Benson, and am informed you have pro- 
posed marriage to her. Whatever you ro,?y 
think, sir, I hare a Spirit of disdain, and even 
qi^sfii^tiQCBt, equal to youi: iligratit^de, and ^aa 



llp^at th/B wretch iritli ^ proper indi£^«iie6, wiio^ 
can majke «o sli^ a matter of the most solemn 
promises, Mis^ Benson may foe your wife^ but 
she will receive kito ber arnis a |>erjured bus- 
bapd ; nor call eyer the strpei^nicture be last^ 
\tfg^ which is built on such a founilatidn. { 
leave yon to tbe |tii)^s of your own conscience,, 
• lam the injiupeid. 

LETTER XXXDC. 

The OenUeman'sAniwerf 

For by that name I must still call yoti ; has 
^^nielty entered into ypur tender nature, or ha9 
some designing wretdi imposed op your credu- 
lity ? My dear, I am not what you have repre* 
rented ; i am neither false fior perjured ; I never 
ptt)posed mairriage to Miss Benson, 1 never de* 
signed it ; anid my sole reason for walking wiUi 
her was, that I had been oil a vitit to her bro* 
ther*s, who you koow is my attorney. And 
was it aby iault in me to take a walic into the 
fields aIoi)g with bins ^nd his sister ? Sutely 
prejudice ' itself canpot say so ; but I am afraid 
you have been imposed on by some designio^ 
person, who had private riews and private ends 
to answer hy such biliseness. But whatever 
may have been the tause^ I aijd entirely inno* 
cent ; and to convince you of my aiiicerity, 
beg that the day of marriage may 1)e next week* 
My auctions never so much as wandered from 
the deaf object of m^ love : in you are centred 
alt tay faopei^ of felicity ; with you onlj can^ f 



le happj^ Keep ^not 19 iBi8.erjr one moment 
longer, by .ep4ertaining' groundless jealousies 
against one ^fao Ipv^s you in a ipai^ner superior 

10 the wb6]e of y^our, sex ; and I can set at de- 
iance even ^alice itself, ^et me beg your 
answer by my sei^van^, which will either make, 
ine happy pr miserable, i have sent a small 
parcel by the bearer, which I hop« you will 
aceept as a convincing proof of my integrity ^ 

And am your's for ever* • 




LETtER XL. ... 

FrJpmay&ung Qfiurin tke^^^rnigf, to a GefUlemanft 
Daugfflerj tr^ tohomheitinlovf, 

DEAR fiOPIIIA, ' 

When our regiment received orders to march 
from West-toiht, I.was almost' in a state of dis-- 
traction. "^To be forced to leave ber^ ^ho is^ 
already in possession of my beart, and separated 
to such* a distance, had almost induced me to 
give up my commission ; nor have I 'any re- 
ssource left but that of the pen/ Aft^r a long 
and tedious iharcb iVe arrived here, where we 
are to i^main till next summer. But, alas ! how 
insighificant are all the allurements of the place, 
andtbe gaiety of my' fellow -officers, wten com- 
pared to .the pleasing mpments spent in your 
company^ Moiy long, my dear, must I be un- 
happy ! Will not your sympathising u^ure pity 
iny distracted mind ! How lamentable the 
thought; that whilst I aib writing this, somie more 
fortunate lover may be making his addresses to 
f^j cbarmei; and f>'cn obtaining a place in hfis | 



.-« 



h^rt f B|it ivhat am I saying .? Whitbey do$s 
iny delij4|iin drive me ? No, 11x7 ^^ngel^ I know 
the geneypsity of your nature ; I dare, not sus- 
pect yoUr sinserity^ and will still believe you 
niine. The principal gentleiiien in New-York 
iiiviied the officers of pur regiment tQ. a ball, 
and all but myself c^onsider^d the entertainment., 
as a very gr,^at honou^,, each danced with his. 
partner, SLSf I was told. Ill 'ord^r to avoid the . 
Company without givip^ o|fence;^ T mounted 
guard for that d$y, and enjoyed myself, either 
ttinkjng bfyoui qr cdnver^ingwitb the soldiew. [ 

Acc6|d^ng to iny promise, I have sent in- 
, closed to your father, and I ctoubt not' of lils be- , 
iirig surprised, unless yoii have mentioned it to 
him. i am impatient for his answer 9s well as' 
your's. Adieu, my charmei;, let me hear frpm; 
j.Ou immediately* • 

,\ . ' X am your's for ever. 

' ' BETTER Xtf. 

2%e Officer's LeUer toUu Jjady'i Father* 

. ;HO»0rUflEl>- sjn, - » * 

Your generosity to m^ while our regimen^ 
lay at West; Point, will ever lay me undeir 
the highest pbligatioBS ; but a^ pt'^sent I have 
&ii>mething of a mo^e important nature to com- 
municate, upon which all my - happiiiess or. 
misery in this world depends, and your an^we;^ 
ivill either secure the one, or ha$ten the other, 
"•f he many amiable accompIishmeDts cff your 
heloved Sophia, stole insensibly on my hearty 
Md J found myself passionately in love> befot^, 



4# Letters on Love^ 

L was able to make a declaration^ my senlj^ 
ments, nor did t^ it until the dajr we were 
ordered to march. ! iiope you will forgive my 
not mentioning it to yon ; I vras really so mucb 
agitated, as to be scarce able to attend my duty^ 
X^doubt i^t biit one of yoiki^ siensibility km»ws 
^^bat it is to be in love. Your daughter, | freely 
acknOwl<edge, Is adorned trifh iTo 4nany virtues^ 
that she is entitled to the bi^st hudbatid in^Amex^ 
ka ; and ajthougii I dare nf^t kope to merit that 
i^ppelfation,' yet I will make it my iloostafii 
study to prpmpte h^r happioes);/ 

I have often told you that my ffarefrts died 
frhtlst I was young, ajid left me to the care of 
aa uncle lately t^tomjed from the East Indieii/ 
where he^had acquired a considerable fortuiie« 
&fy incifnatiohs led me to the army^ and injr 
un^le had protiired me a fpmoaissiph. Evsf 
^ince he has treated me as his owii son, and being 
a batchelor/has maieh^awiU in;iay favour^ He 
is now a seaaipr in Congress Iq rt'j.-* *' ' ' ^^ aD4 
has given me leave to choose a wife for fnysdlf, 
without any other ifuirUfication than virtue, t 
hare written to htm concerning your*daughter, 
and his answer is* Uiat he shall cotfiider ihe ^i 
extreinely happy in being cotmecttd with so 
Worthy a. feoiily a« yourV I hope you i^lll 
oot have at)y objection against my oeing |n the^ 
army. It f^as originally my own choice, and 1 
doubt not of rising m time ta the ^omtnapd of a 
regiment. There is a sort of reverential feair 
iipon 0iy>' tniD^t wfalhl I am writing to so Tvgx^ 
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thy a person as the fatber of my beloved 
Sophia. Dear sir, excuse my youth, and th^ 
violence of niy passion. Let' one beg your anr 
swer, and O ! * let it contain your approbiatioi)« 
I am, honoured sir, 

Y6uf*s with the greatest respect^ 

IJ£Tt£R XLII. 

Tfieyoung Lady's Letter tQhtrLoHr^ 

Not more welcome is the app^araojCft of an 
inn to a weary traveller, ifaan your kind letter 
was to roe. But bpw is it possible that you 
should harbour the least suspicion of Hoy fidelity ? 
Poes my Billy lii^aginQ that I )vould suffer the 
address' of ^ny fop or' coxcomb after I was -bouoC^ 
in the inost sdle^hninaliner; I mean by promise ? 
and be' assured, 1 pay the same regaipd to my 
word as my oath. If there h ever an^ obstruc- 
tion to'ouriovls, it must arise from yourself. 
My affections are too permaneiitly fixed ever tb 
be removCkd from the belqVed . object r .and my 
happiness brimisery will be in proportion to your 
conduct. The inclosed from my father, will> I 
hope, be agreeable; t have not seen it, and, 
therefore can only judge of its contents <by the- 
conversation last night at supper. When your 
letter was delivered^ my honoured father was ex* 
tremeljt ill of a cold^ so that I did not deliveir 
it to him till nex^ ihoming at breakfast : he ^ 
I'ethred to his closet to read it,' and at ^inne|; ' 
^Id m» he wQi^ld deliver me ai^ answer in the 
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4i iMettenonfMe^ 

•rening- AccordiDg1]r, softer supper, and the 
servants being retired, the best of patents spake 
as follrivs :-^^ My dear child, from the prttt- 
ciples of that education which you have r^ceiv 
ed, I doubt not but you must be convinced that 
it is my duty to prompte your interest as far as t 
am able, and how far my condiict as a father 
hat been eoosislent with tbat rule, I appeal to 
yourself. Y«ur own conscience will witness^ 
whether I have not at all times studied tp promote . 
your tslerest^ «xd it is with pleasure thai I now 
eajr, that your filial dnty was e<iual to. my high* 
mi wi8he9.««^Witb respect to the subject of the 
letter you gave ate this morDiisg, I can only 
say, that I hav# ao objection to your cprnplying 
with the young gftntleman's request, as I think 
it may l^.fet yow mutual happiness^ Indeed, 
I had some suspieioii o( \t^ befom he left thh 
place ; foot^ being well convinced t>f his merit, I 
«was ahnost assured no step^of that nature would 
be taheit without my cpiisent« That conseiit 
you now h^te^, and even my approbation. May 
you both be as happy as I. wahJ:! desire no 
•^bre«V 4ferf the good man s^ped. tears hH>^ 
.der^d'hiffl ,^niproeeediag, andme^freia midk* 
Ing a reply« A scene of tenderness ensuedf 
which y^tt m^y feel, although I cannot describe 
it. His own letter will convince you, and you 
may make what use of it yon 'please. I canndt 
conclude without mentioning your conduct at the 
New*]rork baH. Was there none among so 
ouny beauties able to attiaet jas/ Billy '« notice ^ 



anjl will i^e at all tiniea prefer my eompafij ta 
that of tfaegay and tbe beautiful I I will hope 
ISO, and happy shftll I be if not Tiisappointed.. 
In hopes of hearing fromjou soon, I aball sub- 
scribe myself Tour's for erei^ 

U&TTER XLOI. 

The FfOher's Answer to the young GenUbno^. 

■Y DEAR yOUlTA FRIK90, 

Ever since I first had the pleasure of youi 
eenversatLon, 1 considered you as a young gen* 
tleman of real merit, who would noji be guilty- 
«f an ungenerous action ; and to that waft owing 
not only the respect I always treated you witb» 
but also the common indulgence to coi^yerse free- 
ly with my daughter. I can freely excuse your 
Dot communicating your sentiments to me befotre 
you left ibis place. Teur ardour was somewhat 
precipitate, and, as you well observe, I know 
what it IS to be in love. The account of your 
uncle and family I know to be true, &r 1 met with 
that worthy person who is your benefactor » few 
days ago at the stage office in this city, and he 
confirms the truth of all you hkve written. My 
dear sir,, if ever yoir live to be a lather, you 
wiilknow wbat I reel on the present occasion : A 
irUiin|ness to give her to you from a firm persua- 
sion o? your merit { and anxiety for her preserva- 
tion, from a conviction in my own mind iiat 
there h^ nothing permanent in this world.' How^ 
ever, sir, you have my free consent -to i^arry my 
child, and may the Divine Providence be your 
g)iule in the whole of your progress through this 
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life ! My ill state of bealfii genres as a monitor 
toiDforrD yoU) t)iat wy ^m^ in tiiis iTorld will be 
but short ; and there is nothing would give me 
greater pleasure than tbsee my deap Sophia hap- 
pily set^Ued, before I retire to the Jand of for^ct- 
lulness, where the wicked cease from irouhltngy 
and where the weary are at rest. How great, 
sir, is the charge which I commit to your care 1 
the image of a beloved wife long since dead, 
and the hope of my declining years I Her educa- 
tion has been consistent with her rank in life, 
and her conduct trtjly virtuous. I have not 
the least doubt of her conjugal diity^ and ^our 
felicity in dctinig conformably to the character 
of a husband. Upon that supposition' I teave 
ber enti|:ely to you ; and as soon as you can 
obtain leave from the Colonel^ I shall expect to 
see you at this place, to receive from my bands 
all that is dear to me in the world. Your uncle 
'has lilcewise promised to be here, so that all 
things are according to your professed wishes;. 

I am, sir^ your's sincerely* 

LETTER XLIV. 

JFrom a yow^ Officer ^ ordered to his Rtgmehi in if&na/hSo^ 
toayowig Lad^ vfhmn he had eourted, 

I AM scarce ' able to bold the pen. An order 
has jvst now arrived from the War-office, by 
which I am obliged to set saikt^Jt-lnorcoif M 
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Miiiorqa, without having thebappinesspf seeing 
itiy angel. What unhappiness to us, and de- 
vastation among the human race has the atn- 
bition of princes and the perfidiousness of min- 
isters occasioned 1 Husbands obliged to leave 
their beloved wives, and their dear little chil- 
dren ; ev^iy relation is broken, and, we may 
well say with Addison, _ ; 

** What havock has ambition made !*' 
But wbat is this to ray present purpose ? Like 
all others in a »late of distraction, I am obliged 
to write nonsense, if any thing can be so called , 
where the name of my charmer is found. Did 
you know, my dear, what a struggle I have be- 
tween love and duty, you would consider me as 
an object of cpmpasMon. . I am bound, by the 
most solemn oath to be your*s ; and at the same . 
time duty obliges me to draw my sword In de- 
fence of the just rights of my lawful prince affd 
injured country; and whatever dangers may 
wait for rtie, I would meet them with the greatest 
cheerfulness, were I sure of possessing one place 
in your heart. But \\\^ do I say one, I must 
have all or none ; I cannot bear the most distant 
thought th^t you would place your affecti6ns on 
another. No^ wy dear, were that to happen, I 
would act the part of General Campbell at tlie 
la tal battle of Fontenoy, by rushing on the sword 
of the enemy to put an end to a weary txistence/ 
I should cheeiriully lay down my life, which 
could be of small value, were I to be separated 
for ever from vcu. But whv do I doubt ? I 

^ E 



B9 • Lejttcrs on Lovt^ 

"kxiovf mjrcbarmer is as virtuous as sbe is beaxs^- 
tiiul, aDd that nothing but my Own conduct caa 
ever make her discard me ; but 

Is not absence death to Jhose who love ?-~^ 
However, I have the pleasing reflection yet leflt,, 
that wfaibt I am in a distant pkrt of the worki 
attending mj duty, I shall be remembered hy 
htv^ whose prayers for my preservation will b^ 
acceptable to that God who loves virtue, who 
is of purer eyes tlnfti to behold iniquity.-*- 
Nothing in this world can evcv be so d^ar t<r 
jBoe as you are. Believe all I say, and I ixn 
l»ppy. If I do any thing that may appear wrong, 
uiforra me^of it, and it shall be my first care i& 
confess my fault and am#nd. I desire your ad«^ 
vice in every thing ; .but, alas I separation will 
render It difficulty though not imipossible. Not 
kiving had timeJo aettle with our agent, i fiave 
Uft an order with my mother for that purpose. 
Let me beg that you will (lonourher with a visits 
sbe will esteem it aiS a respect shown to m^, — 
I have often told you what an excellent woman 
she if, and I am fully fiersuaded you will find 
her so ; yea, more so than X ever mentioned. — 
We are to stop at Gibraltar, where I hope to 
have a fetter from you. If it comes too late, the 
governor will forward it to Minorca. Once 
more, my dear, farewell \ continue to be miiie« 
a^d all tiie vicissitudes and dangers of war 
vill appear a» trifles ; and wheji peace shall 
4g«un btes tbe^nations, \ will fljr oathe Tfings ^ 
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i;>ve to the arms of mj dearest angel, and spend 
^ith her the remainde? of my days. ' 

' I am your sincere IoYc;]E' 

XETTjBR XIV. 

Tht Lady's Jinswe^. 

J^BAR CHAIltKSy 

\f yo0r Jband coifld SjCaively hold the peii^ I 
■am afraiil ihia will ai>pear uniatelUgible, beii^ 
ivet with tears frotti b^eginoing to end. Whea 
jroiir letter arrived^, we Were drinking te^^ and 
my father reading the newspaper, wherein tt 
was said, -that ail Ihe officer$ in the army were 
^dered to joia their regiments. I was a good 
:deal alarmed, h\it some hopes remained, till the 
fatal letter convinced me that my Suspicions 
vf^Te but too #eQ focmd^d. Ala&j hot^ vain 
are humeln expectations ? In the morning we 
Ateam of happiness, and before^ evening ^ arc 
sr^ally miserable. I Was prmnising to my«elf 
that one month would have joined our hands, 
and now vve are lieparated perhaps^for years, if 
^o^ for ever. For how do I know but the neict 
post tnay bfiiig lae an account of yotfr- being 
killed in battle, and then farewell ^very thing 
m ibis ivorid. My pleasing prospects wiU then 
vanish^ and, although unmarjrfed, wil) remain 
9 widow tiiT*'d^atfa. And k it possible you caii 
4{oubt one moment of my sinperity, or do yon 
il>ink, that those affections can ever be placed 
on another which were first fixed on you, from 
a convincing proof of your accomplishments and 
jBgterit| Njo, my dear^ iny fi4elity to you shall 
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remain as mispoUed as this paper, before \i was 
blotted with ink, and bedewed with tears. I 
^no^ not how others JbVe^ but my engagements 
are for eternity. You desire me to put you in 
mind of your duty. I know npt of ^y faults, 
nor am I disposed to look Tor tbenj. J doubt 
jnot, but the religious education you have re- 
ceived in your youth will enable jj^ou to resist 
the strongest temptation|5 ; and, like that ^ver- 
lasting honour to the anny, Colonel Gardner^ 
although not afraid to fight, yet you will'be 
afraid to sjii. fjowever terrifying it may be to 
meet death in the field, yet it is far more awful 
to appear before a just 6od, we have ofiended 
Iby our iniquities. I have been reading /^tim/V 
History of England^ and that elegant author 
says, that at the battle of Hastings, which over- 
threw the l^aion monarchy, the Normans, al^ 
V lhuDs;b under arms all night, were yet fervent 
. in their devotions, whilst the English, who 
thought themselves secure of victory, were 
spending their time in riot and drunkepness. 
But, alas! the next day exhibited a different 
scene. The Normans became conquerors, after 
killing many thousands of the enemy ; and such 
are commonly the fatal effects of debaachery.^' 
There is not one body of jseople in the world 
accused of irreligiob more tiiah the military, 
and from the very nature of their employment, 
none are more obliged to practise «very chris- 
tian duty. . They see thousands of their fellow., 
creatures hurried into eternity, nor do they 



Churt^sipt end Mwrrikgi^*^ 49' 

tnaivbut the next may Y^e themselves. My 
^ear Charles, oerer be i^shamed of religion. — 
A conackmsness of your integrity will^ inspiie 
jou with reiai courage id the day of battle : and 
if you should at last die in defence of th^B juat 
?igbts of your counlry, Ibe diyine favour will be 
your comfort through eternity. In the .meai| 
lime my prayers 8b»H constaotly be for youf 
safety and preservation, and my eariijest hop^ 
£xed on yoyr happy zeturn, 

I have obtained leave of my parents U> reside 
iritb your mother during the summer, which will 
at least be s^me consolation to me in your ab- 
^nce. Let me hear from you as often as possi* 
%Ie, but never doubt of my fidelity* Consider 
ute as already your's, and I am bappy. Fac^- 
well? my dear, and may the wisdom of Go4 
^iiect you, and his providence be your guard, 
» the sinqere prayer of her ivbo plr^ets vou bc4 
fine all t^e world* 
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PART IV. 

ON FKICNBSHIP, kx., 

I 

LETttlR XLVI. 



^fWi a Centlemant whose Wife was lately dead, to a 
^ Clergyman in tke Ntightowrhotid, - 

RXT. sm^ 

You have often, both in public and in private, 
enlarged on those con>forts and consolations 
which Christianity affords to the afflicted ; and" 
li ever they were necessary to one under those 
circumstances, they must be to myself. About 
s^y^ti last night my wife died in child-bed, 
^nd I am left the dieconsolate parent of five 
young children. Bad you seen the excruciating 
tortures under which she expired, it would jjave 
rieiminded you of the emphasis of that curse prd- 
tiounced upon our first parents for their rebellion 
againi; God. When she saw the king of terrors 
approach, she was all resignatioa to the divine 
will, and left this lower world in the sanAe man- 
ner, and with the same cheerful alacrity, as if 
she had been going to visit a friend, or atten^ the 
service of her Maker. Overwhelmed with grief^ 
I enterei| her c^iamber, when -slie exerted the 
Small remains of strength, and spoke to me as 
follows: .' 

MY DKAR, -. ^ 

I am now goiqg the way of all flesh, but God, 
ibe everlasting God, will be your comfort. — 
When I first became your's, I looked for all the 
happiness consistent with the slate of nature iti 
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i^iis vale of misery \ and I must confess (bat my 
highest wisbes bave been gratified, and your ' 
ie«der»ess has been ever more tban I could ex- 
jiect. You may have secii iaults in my con- 
liuct, but I do assure you (and this is not a time 
4o dissemble) Aey^ were altpg«ther involuntary. 
My principal study was to gain the favour of 
that God before whom! am soon to appear! '^iy 
?obedience to the commands of my God has been 
^tlended with many imperfections, but I trust 
/or pardon and acceptance in the merits of my 
deav; lledeen^r. Here she fainted — looked 
tvishfully al uie," and shed a tear over her dear 
children who were crying by her bed. She at- 
.t<*tapted to speak, but m vain. At last fixing her 
:ey^ii toward^ heaven, slie repeated those beauti- 
iijl words, *^IntO thy hands I commit my i^ouJ, 
for thou hast redeemed me, O ! thou God of my 
salvation," and then closed hereyeSj never to^be « 
•opened till the sound of the ]as4 trumpet. I was 
3unk in the greatest distress, looked oa the dear 
departed reinains of Bfiy beloved spouse, and ^ 
ontleavouring to silence, by persuasion, the cri<&s 
of her orphan children. At last 1 recollected 
that I had still a friend left in you, to 32V^om I 
«)ight, with a view of consolation, lay open the 
inmost^ recesses of my heart. I am afraid your 
indisposition m^y binder you from visiting me, 
f«nd if so, let me bej^ that you will in the meai^ 
?i«no favour me, wrth a few lines. At present 
« w^ry sort oi' consolation will he acceptable, 
>>ul N^batever comes fr<jm yiju will be doubly so. 
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I koow not what to write : excuse ihcoherenc0^' 
and impmptietj, from him whom you hxt^ 
often honoured with th^ appellation of friends 
^ I am, &c* 

i LETTER XLVn. 
X > Tht Clergjflnan's Artswtt. 

n7 DCAB FlUXKDy 

I SINCERELY commisserate your variegated 
(^alamity, and wish there was any thing in my 
power that could alleviate your distress. You 
well know that all affliction, of whatever kind it 
is, proceeds from God.-**" I create light and 
make darkness, I make war and make- peace. 
I the Lord do all these things." This, sir, sboifld 
be ^our first consideration, and this should 
regulate the whole of your conduct.^ — It was this 
consideration that reconciled old Eli to the 
severest doom that perhaps was ever denounced. 
Though contrary to human nature, and much 
fnore ^0 to natural affection, yet it is the Lofd, 
let him do what shall seem good. — This recon* 
ciled Job to all his unparalleled sufferings. " The 
jiord giveth, the Lord taketh aWay ;" rapacious 
bands, and warring elements, were only instm* 
tnenU of kis power, therefore I bless and adore 
bis holy naine.-^This consolation fortified the 
man Christ Jesus on the approach of his incon- 
ceivable bitter agony.* But it is my Father's^ 
pleasure, and not the malice of mine enemies, 
therefore not my will but his be done. 
' If your Father, dear sir, your heavenly Fa^ 
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4l»€r, who loves yoM wilb an everlasting Jove, 
ihas thought proper to mix some gall with your 
portion of life, sensible of the beneficent band 
iVoro which your visitation comes, may you bow 
your bead in awful si]ence# and say with the 
.afflicted Hezekiah of old,. *! Good is the word 
of the Lord concerning me.!' 

Afflictions are often accoinpafiied with many 
valuable benefits: as DaviJ said, **It is good 
forme that t have been afflicted, for before. that 
2 went astray J' 

Afflictions serve lo wean us from the world. 

When, every thing goes smoothly on, and no- 

vlhing interrupts the present enjoyments, we are 

.apt to forget the God that made us, and say with 

•unparalleled assurance, Who is the Almighty 

that I should serve hitii ? 

Afflictions serve lo kad us ^o value Ihe bless ^ 

ings of Cbristiauity, and U) bold in the lowest 

estimation our own w6rthiness. When sorrows 

^arrass.our circums^aaces, and troubles oppress 

iour mindsy we are glad, we are earnest to find 

Test in Christ. The severe affliction un^er which 

I have so long laboured, binders me from seeing 

-you, although I ahall tak^ the first opportunity 

Vyf doing so, when it pleases God to r^bstore me 

>gaii> to health. In Hie mean time I have sent 

you a copy of Fleetwood's Life of Christ. A 

•careful perusal of that valuable work will.recon- 

cile you to the various dispefisations of Provit- 

{dence ; especially when you consider the cha- 

^ cacter of the Redeemer, who suflTered «o much 
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for us. He bore our grie/9 and carriiecl our sof- 
rows. HjB yras a laan of sorrow and acquainted 
with grief. 

From these considerations, mj dear friend , 
endeavour to reeoncile yourself to this-^wful 
dispensatic^) of Providence. 1 am sensible of 
your loss » but you koow not what God may yet 
have in store for you. Perhaps he has only de«> 
j^rived you of one mercy in order to be;»to.ir 
another. I doubt not, l>ut the Almighty has 
theusands of mercies yet in store for you, both 
in time and in eterRity) and that period is fast 
approaching when yoju yourself must pujt off this 
earthly tabernacle, and pay that debt to natum 
which your beloved spouse has already done. 
Let your care at present be, to attend the edu- 
<^ation of your children* Your duty is now 
doubJy Increased, and all that was incumbent 
on your beloved spouse, 19 now transferred Jo 
yourself; bt^t the blessiifgs of the Almighty will 
be bestowed in proportion to your cbeerfijl obe* 
dience. It is a great torn fort that your beloved 
spousj^ died in the faith and fear of the dear Re>- 
^eemer, and it will be the greatest honour you 
ever can acquire, tp instruct your children in 
those principles which made th^ prospect «of 
death agreeable, and evfen welcome '^to their 
mother; so that when the great God shall ap^ 
pear to judge the world, you may be able to 
$tand before h^n and say, here I an^, and the 
children which thou hast given me* Thus, sir, 

have said all that 1 can think on the present 
'*.hply occasion. Bf|t hoy eoofottable ar^ 
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tbosc words of St, Paul, ** Our light affliction, 
which is byt for a momeRt, shall w'ork out for 
XLS a far more exceedtiig and eternal weight of 
glory !'• 

The things that are seen are temporal, but 
the things which are not seen are eternal. There' 
Is nothing permanent or lasting in this world, 
and the tall oak is as easily cut down bj the 
liand of Offlnipo!eRce as the plant is plucked up» 
I feel myself growing weak, and must therefore 
conclude. May that gracious God who has 
thought proper to afflict you, continue to support 
you under this and etrery other trial, till you 
arrive at last in the kingdom, where the wick«d 
cease from troubling, and where the weary are 
at rest, is tlie sincere prayer of 

Your most affectionate iliend. 

LETTER XLVin. 

Fiwi q ywng Woman to a Lady, with whorn sfie km 
formerly lived as a Companion. 

MADAM, 

The precipitate manner in which I left your 
family, may seem inconsistent with the great 
tenderness you always treated me with. To 
remove j therefore, every imputation of ingrati- 
tude, I embrace this first opportunity of appear- 
ing in my own vindication, although, for your 
sake, I am sorry ta descend to particulars, es- 
pecially to meation names. Bat tay reputation, 
which is dearer to me than lifejtself, is at stake, 
and as acifomStn, I doubt not bi)t you will bear 
ivitli me*' 
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Whert,i first carae into your seryice, 1 Wai- 
^termined to a^t in such a manner as not ti> 
give any offence to the meanest of your domes- 
tics ; well knowing that good nature; and affabf- 
lity always procure respect; and I appeal to 
every person in your family, whejher'my con- 
duct was not cdnsisteBt with nflpf^plan. " In this 
manner I remained, enjoying an uninterrupted 

.-^ta te of i'el i c i ty foi' some ti me . I obey ed y ou t 
commands with alacrity ; and even servitude 
because a^pleasure. But this was too happy a 
state to J^t long without interruption. But I 
scarce know bow to proceed t Wjiilst I am vin- 
dicating my own conduct to my most generous 
benefactress, I am obliged to impeach that of 

. her dearest' and most beloved relation. 

When your sort Geoi^e returned from the uni- 
versity, virhere he bad been finishing his studies, 
1 had no thoughts that he would ever have made 
an attespapt on my virtue. But alas! I was 
wretchedly deceived. — ^^He bad only been a few 
days at home, when he laid hold of every op- 
portunity of being in my company. At firsi 1 
did not take any notice, as I had not the least 
suspicion of his intentions. But I was soon 
convinced of my error, when he told me, thai, 
in consequence of my prostituting myself to his 
unlawful pleasure, be would make me a hand- 
fcome settlement. This, madam, was a strong, 
temptation, but blessed be God who preservoti 
me innocent. You have often told cne, that: 
^UDg women ought ip fly from every apper\.':- 
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ance of sin ; and if so, hpw great Wk9 my tie- 
cessity of avoid ing the evil : Had I laid snare 9^ 
to «ntrap your son for a husband, it might have . 
cTestroyed your owrn^ peace of miifd, and been 
considered as adishbnbuf to your f;ifni]y. Had 
I submitted to his unlawful desires, 1 should 
have forfeited' e Very title to respect in the worlds 
and highly offended that God w^o has graciously 
presetted me hitherto. He became more and 
more assiduous, till for his, foryour's, and for 
my sake, I was obliged to retire in as silent a 
manner as possible. I ^m now in the house of 
a distant relation in Milbank, who takes in plaiii 
work, where I hope your ladyship will be pleas* 
ed to send my clotlkes. With respe'ct to wages, 
you know I ^tways left (hat to your own dis«- 
cretion, and your aumanity exceeded roy utmost ' 
expectations. '!f*herefere, I agaki leave that 
matter to yourself. Let me beg, that if you 
mention this unhappy afiair to the young gentfe>- 
inan, it may foe with your usuaL tenderness. I 
would willingly impute his foUy to the rrregu* 
larities of youthful passion,, rather than to any 
premeditated scheme ; <^d 1 doubt not when *i 
•reason re-assumes her thrdne in his heart, he 
will be sorry that ever he attempted to ruin one 
who was scarce worthy of his ndtice. 
I am, Madam, 
With gratitude and respect. 
Your affectionate weU^wishiftK 
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LETTER XLIX. ; 

The IMy'i 4ntwer. 

VtXtk BETTY, 

Whilst I lament the conduct of vky un<* 
happy child, 1 lift up my eyes with thank- : 
fulness to that gracious being who .has pre- 
served you from ruin. You was left an or- 
phan under my care ; and when I first took you 
into my family it was with a design to promote 
your interest. Blessed be God, that the pre- 
cepts which I endeavoured to instil into your 
tender mind, jhave so far operated on )Four con- 
duct. Your behaviour in that unhappy affair 
puglit to be li^id down as a pattern for all young 
women to copy aft^r, if they would either be 
iresp^ctetdJn this worlds or enjov happiness in 
the next. I have just been neading your letter 
to my son, and be. was filled with the utmost 
sha^e and confMsioQ.* The truth of your narra- 
tive forced his conscience to make a genuine 
confession of his guiljt; and unless I jud^e with 
the partiality of a mother, be is really a sincere 
penitent. I lard open to him the nature of his 
crime, and it? aggravating circumstances arising 
from the ohligatipns which his elevated rank 
.subjected hio^.to,, to be an example of virtue 
to those in a lower sphere of life. I told him^ 
that, however trifling such actions might appear 
in the eyes of his graceless 'companions, yet 
there was aGo4 whol)eheld his inmost though ts^ 
and would reward or punish him according to his 
merits. He declarer himself iully sensible of 

hi^ toUj, ni <?aja^ b« is detetaufied M?tt t^, 
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attempt any suchMhing for the futtire. Tb» 
bearer will deliver your clothes, together with 
a bank not^ of aQ huadrecj ^pounds. Be assured 
of my constant 'assistance'; and may that Qod 
Whp has preserved you in such imniinent danger^ 
be your continual 'comfort in time and in eter« 

pity I 

^ - I am ytiur sincere well* wisben 

LETTER £. . 

From a tody to her Friend t whote tovtr had Imtly left her'f 
' and married anotker. 

MV I>!EA|l ntlSWDi 

OiTK expectation of bafipiness. i^en^rally so 
ill placed, that it is no vfondefr vre meet witb 
perpcitual . 4isappointn;ents. When our .cfaoicf^ 
prises &omv^]|^asi»lon) we; have so tftr^iblind a 
guide as-wilr inevitably leadus to destnictiea $ 
for though Ie»?e appears tbeii gentiest, yet out 
auctions are so much the right of. our Creator, 
that as .often, as we fix them immodeiately upoii 
a^y of the fading objects here below^ we are 
f^ertainly guilty of sacrilege to the Piyine Good.«^ 
iie$s, which fault is commonly punisbed by the 
f ery tiling, we ddat on. Tbis^ I. doubt not, has 
Been your case, and not ydur's ^lone; for soot^ 
er late few escape that mischief,' especially 
auoaongst our weaker set, whose tender nature 
l^afes theifi most -exposed to ruin ; aild though 
they see others shipwrecked before their eyes^' 
will yet venture out to sea on the same bottom:^', 
f naensifole of danger, till tbey perish, and oi^etit 
fidlufijatiei- . .. .: V 
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'■ Men hkve a ^Ho^saiid advanilages prer us^ btit 
I/) the ^ifiair.of courtship ^hey add cunniBg to 
all their oth«r ac^ompitskments, and are a^ 
iealous to Receive, .as il* their, lires would be 
mad^ happy- hyihe cheats • Hovrever, Ibey vrill 
find it a sad^nistake at last, if perjury is to be 
accounted for ; although your false traitor, U.k^ 
many olherv, may lode on that time at a great 
distance. But I siippov^ he thinks himself ex* 
caused, as being more knave than^ fool, whicb 
title, indeed, is iso. highly due to him, that, I 
believe, none wUl do him st^ch manliest wrong 
as to dispute^k ; and I am sure* Ib^ blacker lie 
appears^ the greater reaso^ youiiav^ <to bless 
that f^rbvidenoe, which permitted him to break 
ftbecontrajct ; for wilbout doubt, he that proved 
$a ill a lover tp the best of mistresses, would 
have made an io^ojerable husband to the b^st of 
wites ; and iJjt usage wouid bav^ cosl jriou more 
than his infidelity. { ajn seaMble a beatt so 
generous and coas^njt as your's,' cai^not easily 
efface the deep impression he has made in H; 
that mtt«t be the ^ork of time^ with God's aa- 
sbtance, which, I bope, Will ne^er iail you. I 
do assure you, I am deeply toiic)ied with every 
thipg tbatc^Qcems you ; nor is it without gre^ 
regret, that 1 submit to my unhappy circum- 
stances detaining me from Ibein^ the companion 
<»f your melancholy hours^ livhich I should en^ 
^teavoOT, -with all my power, to divert. 

You say it is a daily aggravation to your 
Crouble^ to tbi^k you suffered youcseJ/ to t^ 
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f SO easily imposed on ; but that^ as I told yofi 
I befo^09 is our coQiinoii &te, altbougb all imp6$- 
i tors are not equally iDdiJistribu$ to be wicked ; 
and you ougbt not to condemn your own judg^ 
ment, for want of saga'cityto discover a cheat, 
as it woul^ be to anraigh the eonijuct of almos^ 
all the human race. 

Pardon me, dear madam, for troubliRg you 
so far. Indeed I might have told you at first 
what I must menftpn now, ^tnd what ypu know 
already, that he onlj can give us comfort whom 
we seldom regard but when we are dfiiven to it 
by necessity. Solomon, who had tried all the 
alluring .<^h||»8 of love and bea^fy, whoa6 
quality and^lihes gave him an opportunity to 
gratify every inclination, without any bound* 
to his wishes^ could catl them all **' vanityand 
vexation pf spirit.** * U is no wondier, then, if 
(Bvery one of us discover the same truth to ouf 
own cost^ Let us ther^fpre resdlve, i^ much a^ 
we can, to submit our wills /itb the will of our 
heavenly Father,' who sees all our actions, and 
basso decreed^ tbat our way to everlasting hap-' 
pkiess, should l^e through the wilderness of aj- 
Hiction. lam, - ' '"*' ' ^ ■:^' 

^ •' Pear rnadam, 

' Your sincere friend. 
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MY D«AR SOPHIA> » . - " ^ 

^OUI^ ia3t letter^ which I recei^^lioine weeks 
ago,Vgave me (Se greatest pleasure. You are 
as rpuch inopr^ed in your wrhing as^ I could 
}iave wi^ed ;. apd more, indeed than I couJd^ 
bsivn expected- Your expressions of. dutj an4i 
oJbedienQe are e^pitremely , agreeable: they, at 
once, (Ivscover a good l^e^rt ^nd a clear bead. 
Do not mal^e yourseiC-ui^e^js}^^ m^ 4^ar, because 
you cap j^ever .repay t|»e favours I have done 
you. / I ,a|n jepa^d already , I^joy as much 
pleasure in bestowing, as you can ppssTbly do 
in receiving them : finiy if I «}iould have the 
additional iiappiness to see you becoopie^ polite 
and virtuous woman, I shall be doubly reward- 
ed. To receive favours from a straAger, indeed, 
which we can never return, is aiways disagree* 
a|>le, and sometinnes dangerous. But, iVitb pa- 
rent :and cliil^, tie case is very different. The 



QOBn^xion between tbetn it so dpiebjr natfi 
xhit all the good offices fti i\ie world cai^^b^n 
icoake it closer. I am ^lad to, hear that you i 
|o happily V Jt is po ijiojce t^aj^ I bad reaspr 
expect, iroin the sweetoess xk yqur own dis] 
y^ ^itibn^ and the prudeiu:e <of your governes 
I and X should be sorry if you -coBsidiered be^ 
! ^er9, with regard to cleanliness, as ^ny 4>l 
luilipn qC your bappioesi, for sbe is certainjy 
[. the right- ' ^ 

Clea^Uoe86, my 4^ar> if a j^abil, I had 
most said a virtue, which yoii can^^ot learn 
[ $oon, ppr retain too long, both fi^oan^^regard 
youT^li!, and to the world around j^ou. ft v 
at oncec^oiikibii^te to the ease and health ptji 
|K>dy, ai\d be |h^ mea^s-of introducing }rdu1] 
polite and genteel coDipaj^y; at least the op: 
Bite extreme of ' dirtiness, will fiertainly depr 
;yQU of that advantage ; it wijl eUbeiTknak^ yc 
.company to be shunned ; c^t it that cannot 
^one, it will always jEeiider yo^r presence d 
/agreeable. ' '• ^ ' * ' 

But bew^rej^ my dear, tbat f c?i 4o not c< 
ibuM ycleanliness W|tb fi%e|y.; jgtoir mistake i 
one for the 9tl^er. ^hey ai^ as^4ist»ict in tb 
nature as ajay two things. <;aA well be; ai 
Ibough not inconsistejat,^are frequently ipund 
d^c separate|^. .A w^oflaai) may be very neat a 
t(ean, in a pia|n aj^d simple 4f^s§«-^§d^e m 
^ be very dirty aKd tiwi^ry^ in a Bf^e and jCos 
one. There h Miss Molesworth:; she nei 
w^ars any thing above a plain silk gowit i ! 
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that, &nd aill^li^ oftier parts 6f her A'ess, whrehi 
itre equMly iiitnple^ she piits on with such ete-^ 
gance and prd^riety, as pleases the ejre oT every 
one that bchoidd her : whilst Lady Dbrmerj on j 
the contrary,' though drest in thfe richest saliii ■ 
brocade^; iind' loaded with a plroftisFon of j<iW€ls j 
and pearls, IS, aft^fer all, so sl<^vetily and tawdry; 
that she may rather be said to ciirr^ her clolh^$ 
like a porter, than ' to wear then> like a weJl^ 
drest lady, f* < "^ -' v ? 

' ! I therefore expi^ct you Will obey your gover- 
ness's orders itl this, ahd' in everj! thing else, 
Irecause I am c<^nfident she will Aev^r ofder you 
lo do any thing but what is just and reasonable; 
But ybu sayv i^ feonsutti^s a great deal of time : 
i att) pet^qaded you will al ways find as inuch as 
ydu ought to Ijesto w (in or^er to be neat) be^ 
Iweeii Ihe time that is usual for leaving off school, . 
;ind that of going to dinner.- Beside*, it' will, 
eVcry day Require less, for the inore you prac- 
tise it, the easier it will become ; and a twelve- 
month hence,'! dare say^ you will be^ able to 
dress yourself as well in half an hoiir, as you- 
ean do at present io ^' whoU oi^e. Tou majr 
likewise cohsidet' it as a kind of diversion ot. 
Telaxation from more serious business ; and di- 
versions, you know, of one sort or other, you 
Tnust hav«. Your papa,, y^ur brothers and sii?* 
|£rs j>in in love to you, 1 eirer am, 

Your afiectkmatc mother, 



/ 



- ' . lOPTGER MI. 

, , Frtm^oHiattf her 4tiughtep SophUs* 

«!r •bar SOTHYy '- - , . 

' I RECEIVED ypur*s a few weeks ago, and atii 

extremely glad to hear tbat ypu^ live aobapfyilj- 

[ :^ith your aunt and cousins. I da^re say it wilt 

[ not he their fault if ypu d<)n*t c6ntittue to do so, 

I and I hope H will never he your^s. I could not 

6e1p «m?11ng at yoqr humoroiss, or rather na- 

ptiiral descriptioii of I^ndpn ; for auoli as yoa 

[ have described it, it inust cectainly af^pear^o 

Kali yoiing people op their first arrivai. Bat the 

r iense of novelty will so<n» Wear oQT; you will 

beiiold the differeifft objects with less surprise 

.every ^ay ; tiH at last, when they are become 

] perfectly familiar, yo^ will view them w;ith tlie 

I fame ihdifference ;that you used to do theirees 

I and feldsi(i the country^ v 

J 'This sutpiise, indeed, whic^ «eia;es «nosl 

I yoiing peopie on thiTir firsft coming to town, hae 

L a very fatal effect upon weak minds. If oc- 

[I ^asions such a dissipation of spirits as banishes 

all serious thought «nd en^plovment; and, if it 

i is not corrected in time, freqt»IS%^|;rbws mto a 

[ confirmed habit of levity imtNito^p: But, I 

; hope this wiU not >be yoqr W*?^ kNK-confideiit 

I It win not ; your own good iwe-^' wili prevent 

i it : or, if that should foil, the admonitions of 

your atint, the exainpie of your cousin Lumlcy, 

Who js a very prudent yoiing lady, will effect-- 

I ually preserve you. By thiese two guides, my 

[ dear, na^.*}ly^ the Advice of the one, and tWcx-^ 

tmpie pf the tthcr, i wonld tore yoii'to r^«<^ 
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your conduct entirely. If jou do, you will be 
in little danger of cemmittiiig any great or capi^ 
tal mistakes. You will be guilty of few errors , 
of fewer faults^ and hardly ev«r of any ,<:rinie 
At all. 

V What you s^y with regard to its being. inore 
difficult to conduct yourself in London at the age 
of -fifteen^ than it was in the country at nine or 
tep, is extremely just. In the country the 
temptations to, vice are so few, thai unless a per« 
son be naturally of k bad disposition, she can- 
Bot go 'astray frpm the patl^js of virtue ; but in 
(own the allurements to vice are sf> xi^any, and 
so stroiig, that, to be able tQ widistand U^em all, 
a young lady most be endued by nature with a 
good J^art and a clear head ; she must b^ as-^ 
sisted and directed by the prudept advice pf bet 
eldi^rs, «nd the virtuons exs^mple oTber equals ; 
^nd she imist bave the modesty and good sense 
to listen t« the former) and to im^ate the latter* 
All tbeii^ advantages, however, * you happily 
eiyoy, and, .1 Jbpp^ you mrijl a9t fail to maCo'^ 
proper pse^f^gk 

The op|^^*|}rN^;^Qtert^lp of your annt h ex- 
tperoely w;J^ fop^S^. She is certainly a lady 
ef great pr^^^^and discretion, and, in every 
t^espect, as capable to advise and dil%ct you, 2^ 
I can pretend to h^,. In matters* indee(^, rela** 
ting tp the town^ she is mor^so^ as she is mucjtll 
Abetter acquainted with its pr^sei^t customs anc) 
fashions* But, whe^^yer yau. choose |o consult 
me about i^ny thing, you m^y ajt^ys expept to 
^.^..JEiceive my best advices 
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- As to the rules, my dear, wbUnh ought to be 
observed in conversation, they iare many and 
VjiritoUs. I shall endeavour to explain them to 
you in this and tike following letter; for it is ft 
\ ^natter of gr^t importance for tvety young lady 
to understand them perfectly, and to prattr«e 
tbism carefully. So much of our time is spent 
tfk conversation, that i^he irho is either igmiran^ 
or negligent of Ihe^e xules, must mal^e a ver/ 
awkward and ridieulous %ure in, company. But 
first of all, my dear^ let me observe, that your, 
aunt has ^cted ?ery widely in enjoining you and 
your cousins a profouncl silence, except when a^ 
^estion is put to you. You must learn to think, 
before you presume to speak ^' and the best, the 
only way for this, is tO be silent, and to.llsteni 
with attention, to the conversation of tb^se who 
4nt older and wise^ dian yourselfl In the coun- 
try, indeed, you might chatter and prattle as 
innch as you pleased, because there you was ia 
the company if youv equals. ; But now th^ casa 
IS altered. Tdu ate now admitted into the com- 
)>any of your superiors ; of those', 1 mean» whpr 
are superior to y>^u in age^ sense, knowledge, 
^xperie«ice, and indeed every tbing but rank 
and fortune. 1 1 ts tfaerefore>your duty^ 0y deai^ 
to sit mute, ai^d lo profit and imfuove by tfaeiir 
wise l^efleetions, ^nd judicioiis remarks. And, 
when once you are considerably im^ffof^, wbeii 
otic^ you have stoised and ' fumishiild yoiir mind 
with ar sufficient stock of knoifled^e forbearing 
a part in ratf^t contf<i9Uo% thi|Q^ ?t» hft 3il^«t 
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ybv may sp^k : then yourattot will not bttt^^ 
yon to talk in eotnpany. Ob the contrary, I 
know she will invite you to U^. and listen to yoa 
with pleasure;. 

But this, my deas, is ait honour^ kr which yoa 
could never attain, were you permitted ta speak 
in company too early : jfor, by this means, you 
would be cut off from all opportunities' of im- 
provement. Perpetually prattling and tattling 
yourself how eould you possibly a^ttend to or 
profit by tbe conversation of others ? In a wordi^ 
were yon allowed to talk in company t#o early^ 
the consequence would be, that you would^ 
never be able to talk in it at all, with any kind 
of sense or propriety. She that affects to be a 
'Woman toor soon^ b likely to continue a child 
all her life^ . 

Lady Danvers is a striking instance of thi9w 
By the foolish fondness of her parents, «sh6 was 
admitted into company at the age of seven^ and 
because, forsooth, she said soine very smart 
Uiings (so her patents imagined, though nobod 
else could perceive i4,) she was allowed to tal 
witb.aP. ^e freedom and assurance of one of se 
Venteem ,.But, unhappily, as she couhlnot co 
up (siAart at she was) to the catioaal conveissa 
tlon* of the oompany, they. « were- obliged, t 
com-plaisanee; to come down to her low prattle 
by whii^ Means she contiouee to {^rattle to thi 
day. F^r how. could she possibly learn to d 
x»therwi8e? her parents were so ^ complaisant 
h€ty a^vfhfit^company that freqnejited the houa$ 
^eco ao complaisant to her, and the cotopao 
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^ tbat fro^etttcK) the house, were so coin^bllnijtet 
i to^ the parenJs, thar, fo^^ severa^ y^ars, paiss 
I Bever heard any thing aboye her own tittle<^tatile ; 
^bd; when afterwards the happened to fall in tbk 
oiher ..companies^ less polite, or ratheir mbee 
I sbiisibl^jberinind waa so over-run with igho- 
■ ranee and pride, that she either could not undfer^' 
L Jitand^ or wduid Hot attettd t<> the subject of edh- 
[- relation. The persons she chose for her friend^ 
f ia&d companions, vou may believe,- were siich 
I as could prattle like herself, or perhaj^s could 
dp nothing BVjt prattle ; so that their ekaihple 
instead of reblaimiilg, served only to confirm 
her in her old habit of triflitig and imperii hence* 
^I'faus iii body she is a womi:n ; iii soiihshe iHj ^ 
^hild. To the smaH and witty she is an object 
jpf ridicule ahd derision ; because she doe^ not 
ieevR td bb sensible of her own weakp^^^s ; to, 
the humkne and gckid-natured she is an objiect of 
jpity and cdmpassion ; because had it hot b^ea 
tor the iiidlilgfehce of her jparenta, she might 
buve proved a very acci'otnplished li^oihan. ^ych^ 
my dear, are the fatal iefiects of attl^iWiog young 
people to talk in comjpaiiy too eartjr : and froiii 
hen<::e, I dare say, you will be convinced, that 
^our auht acts vei'y Wisely iii denying you th^t 
liberty, at least for tome time^ ! *. 

After all, Idbck't mean that yd'a sbouTd b«^. 
kept silent too long. This mjight bviiig on & 
habit of diffidence and bashfoihess^ wbic^ perf. 
hdL^a you would^ never afterwards be a bi6 to 
correct. But wjien, in Whflit company, and «n 

'•' a' ■■■ 
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iHMit subject, you may begia to trik, joar atot 
i» tte proper judge : 4& ber carders y«u tntiat 
cfa^eifUUy fubmit in thks ^nd-'m €Verr fhii^ 
efeel The rotes necessary to be obsenr^ m 
poifte C€»ftTer8atioti» sball be ^xpiaiiied in my 
next letter At present I bat^ no tndre^ aM, 
btit tbttt I <erer sin, ' - 

/ ' ' " -¥ouf«, icc. . ' .. ^ 

POIITIA. 

XErfJlll Lffl. 

La5t week 1 received a Tetter from your aunt, 
in which sbe expreS3«^s faef entire satisfactioio^ 
wMh evftfy partpf j^our conduct. Sbe says vou 
discaver so much modesty, discretion, and goodl 
tense* that she intends to let yon take a share in 
the" conversation very soon. Allow me, theire- 
iorc, a? I promised in my last, to mention a few 
rules, by the observance' of which you cannot 
fejl to'rfender yoiirself an agreeable companion* 

First of all, then ihy dear, take care never 
tp interrupt any person when she is speatking. 
This is the highest of ilKmanners. If she talks 
longjer than she ought, and even deserves to be 
interrupted," yet be not you the first tO do i|. 
That will come with a better grace from one of 
greater age and experience. If she is guilty of 
Ohe fiult, that Ts no reason why you. should be 
guilty of another. If you have a rejection to 
make lupon any thfiig she bas s^id, you roust re* 
serve it till the end of the 4ltory ; lls^ough per- 
haps you may imagine it would have come in 



with greater pro(>rret J m the middle erf it. iJi 
iherem^rk would liav« been v^rj perUfteof tiiei». 
It will not be Imp0rtni€tii xmw ; l^uiif it appeals 
4o be trrfting^ here, jrou may ba assured it woiii4 
not b»ve been rerjr i^ehHible even tbere* 'Bjr 
tills txiea^B, you witt> at once di&apver ^our prii«- 
deiice zp4 ditcretion^ and insensibfy acquire a 
liabit of retaiittng and ejcamining your tfaouglUs 
before yon throw them out in conversation. 

I am the moi'e anxious, my dear, to cautkm 
yott against this practice of interniiking people 
m the Thiddle of their discourso, because it is 
an error which yojung persons, from the naturtd ^ 
faeat, of their temper and theviTacity of their 
Sf^irits, are more apt to commit. Your friend t|s 
telJing a atory. In consequence^ of something^ 
she 9ay9, a good thought -strikes your fancy ; out'' 
it comes; for you can contain yourself lio 
lo^ger.-*^Yoor friend is stopt.-^l^be rest of the 
company smile; — ^And yet perhaps yourremaiic 
was very &mart and^ witty. But was It really, ' 
do you think, or could it possibly be, so yery 
smart ai^d witty, as to apologize fpr your ill* 
manners in interruptixig j^our friend ? Every . 
sensible peiison will teU you that it could nof. . ' 

There is another fault, my dUar, nearly a- 
kin to the former, and which you ought to avoid 
with cane and diligence; and that is,, the cus^ 
torn of anticipating any person who if speaking, 
never al]6wtng her to finish a single sentence, 
but supplying the last two or three words your- 
«eff. The on]y sh;^oV of e^cctis^ tliat can be 
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offered 'ibr this practice, is, Ibat it shows yoij 
are attending t0^^wb«it )8 said. But, if lhi&'1i)e 
the pnly proof of y^u? grvisg attention, it-fea 
*V€ry ifi-bred <xr\^ t aiwl i^erhaps It weuld bft as 
MPo4 matiilers to gire no atteittiton at all/ ll is^ 
in effect, saying to a per^n that she canfiot fail 
tier own story ; or,' at least, that ifyoiB under* 
stood her meaning, you gou]<} express it much, 
better: than which) Idon'tkilow if yo« can of* 
fer any One a greater affront . I have iseen some 
fiieople i>o provoked at thisv unmannerly treaty 
iiient, as to stop^hbrt in the middle of . their 
story ; and others, who, ihough perhaps they 
were jgoing to use the y^ry same wbrdd with tii^ <. 
person ^ho prevented thein, yet, iipoii observ- 
ing their iil-manner^, scorned to do so; but, to^- 
mortify their pride, expressed themseh^es it| 
terms different froin what they originally intiand- 
^d- This, indeed) is the gentlest reproof that 
can be given to auch persons ; and this reproof, 
at leiuBt, ought always to be given to every 01^ 
iwho is guilty of so much riudeness ai%d ilA 
breeding. 

Another rule, n^y dear, whifth you pught«ai«- 
fully to observe, is, never to take up. jtoomuclt 
of tb^ cooyersatidn yourself, and far^ess to en- 
gross the whol^of it. This^ even if| persona iotf 
the greatest age, knowledge, aiid experience, 
most appear ridiculous ; but, in one vso young, 
ao ignorant, and so inexperienced as yduare-, it 
would bje condemned as the height of arroganc^^ 
«ind presumption. Inde^d^, every one sjsen^p tw 



^ Oil B^avioitr m Companif. 77 

be entiUed to a greater or le^s share of the coii<* 

> f^r^lipQV.iii 'proportion ^ her years and know* 

( ledge : bat do person, Jet her years and know- 

ledge be what they wili, hpiS a Hght to the whole 

of it ; nor should any one, boiv^ver ymag and 

ig^oranti be entirely e^cludefd. Tl^ls would de- 

, ^troy the very end of conversation, whkh is 

^ 81 utually to impart and receive fcnowkdg>e, 

Eleaeare, >nd improvement. Fcnt, what kno<v^ 
;dge and improvement caii sli6 possibly receive^ 
^ who k ahvay s talkit^ helfsetf, and never allowd 
: the rest of the con^pany to open tiieir mouths'? 
I pr what pleasure can they e6joy, who ate con« 
,^embed to a profound silence, and hay e their 
; ^ars perpetually stunned with , the noise of the 
[ s^tne tor^gue. If, indeed, they could enjoy any 
pleasure iti suth circumstances, lliey inust bt$ 
I endued with great patience $nd' humility t 
i greater, I am a^atd, than fait to the sham of any 
I individual &f the human kind. 

. Still, however, it is certain, that young ladf^Gs 

I aitould be ixiore apt to hear than to speak. They 

[ ju*e more fit to learn than ^ teach. It is their 

I biiaitvesd rather to' acc[uire, than communicatd 

knowledge. And, by a ydung lady^s behaviour 

m this reipect, ygu may'f0rm a pretty Jvi^ 

^ notion of her prudence and discretion iti genei'al ; 

. Ibrihejgreater share she possesses of these good 

qualities, the more will Ihe be disposed ixf 

listen, and the less forward to talk: but wbefi 

you observe one more in<^lined to talk herself^ 

than to atteod to the.di$<Sour«e of otktxs^ yptt' 

• • ••-;•■ no . ' ' 
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Ota J safely conpludei that her stoi^k pt sense anQ 
widdjom is yery spani|' and small. A young 
hidy^B conyersatioQ*. I think, sbould.cbiefly con^ 
$49t in asking 8ome< necessary questions, or liiak- 
ing some pertinent reflections upon what is said ; 
and seldom^ if eT^» should she venture to ib- 
troduce any new subject of discourse. T)us 
will at once discover her modesty, the ino&t 
amiable qiia^ty in youpg people, and be tKe 
means of imprpviDg. and cultivating her min<}, 
imieh better jt^ai; it could possi]:>Ty lie in anjr 
<>th^T way. . For^ of all .Vft^* of Knowle.dge, 
ithat which ye gain by ioqui/ry,is r£c<»ivedjn|6 
jthe mind tvijtji the greatest care. Having feli 
the want of jlt,>^cj being, sensible of its value 
and importj^Qce. W0;aji^ not likejy ever to let it 
si i^ out of our memory. 

•*' But if, at any lirae,;yp]ij sjbould takejhe liber- 
ty of telling a- sjtory ip company, as doubtless 
you n\ay in a yeajr or two hence, let me advise 
you to observi? t^e . foUo>ving ruW.: Beware of 
rambling from, one subject.to another^ which is 
a) ways a sign ^.pf # weak, and confused head. 
Let your story b<e short, otherwise yo|u will fall 
into the error I have conctemned above. Telt it 
distinctly and aiceurately, mentioning all the 
material circurnstances, and none but >'uch as 
are so; arid even upon these dp not dwell too 
long V if yojli do, y6a will be in danger of loosing 
the thread of yourstory, ancl perhaps not b^ 
ahlfi to fihish what y;ou bad begun*,, A per; 
^^v tfaveJ^rtg on the hig\^ way may: safely di- 
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iett Ji^rsolfjviXh a.vicwof all tjie reiparkabl<^ 
y-paths, aa^ even tuni aside Itjio them i liftlc 
for the ftake of a belter prospect ; ^but if, charm- - 
ed with .the beauty of the landfcane, bl forget- 
ful of her intepded journey, she proceed too far, 
'^B may bewUdor herself, and never b^ able to 
recover the main road. ' ^ ' 

Another maxim^ my dear Sophy^ >vhich yoiS 
ought to observe in conversation, is, nevejrto 
^contradict any one, unless .it be jp ;pour own 
<lefence, or that of vour absent ^^\eT\d ; and, 
even then, you may do it in such a manner as 
to give DO offence, at least to any Sensible per- 
son. You may obseWe, that you apprehend 
the Jiidy i? misinfjormed, or give some other 
gentle ii^sinualidn, whic4 yoiir own prudence 
and discretion \>vill reacliiy lup;gest. But, in 
matters of indifference, ft is better liot to con- 
tradict any person at all ; because it might oc- 
casion disputes^ which are very'indecent in the 
ippxnpany of ladies. . For those who are most 
apt to say exceptionable things, are least able 
to bear contradiction, TChe same weakness of 
inind which leads them to' the former, disquali- 
fies' them for' the j latter. They are ignorant^, 
^nd, therefore they coThmil* errors; thej'' are 
proud, and therefore ihey will persist in them. 
Above alT, never jcbt) trad ict any person merely 
for the sake of contradiction. Thts'would be« 
tray a bad bearti It were to take pleaeiure in 
other p^iop/e^s pain ; to mortify your cbmpanion, 
without any pro.^pect of advantage to yourself. 
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Never effect to be smart and witty in yout 

reflections^ . Tbis ^ might create jou a great 

many ei^mie? ; faiat herer could procure you 

one single frieBd. Nay, perbaps> it might make 

you lose those inrhora you already have t for a 

firofessed wit, in her extravagant flights iand sat^ 
ies, /spares neither friend nor foe. fhe gi^dy 
and thoughtless might admire' you ; the vicioMS 
Dnd wicked would, hate and abhor you; and 
even the good and virtuous would 4read and 
shun you ^ Aor virtue itself iis hardly secure from 
the poisonous darts of malignant wit. it yoii 
!uve a natural fundof wit, conceal it as^mu^ as 
possible ; or if it roust sometimes appear, let it 
always be seasoned with hurnanity and\good 
natHre. But if you have no natural tq^n (i>r it,, 
never affect it. All kinds of affectation are ci^- 
diculous ; but that of wit is doubly sp. Py en- 
deayourii^to make otliers laugh, you ^yourself 
will become the object of ridicule and derision*. 
In company, never speak ill of any absent 
persooy w||ether friend, {Stranger, or enemy^ 
The first would be base, the secpnd unjust, and 
the last, low and mean-spirited. By speaking ill 
of your absent friends, you deserve to loo^e^ 
aiSd^ertainly would loose^ both them jSnd those 
who are p;re$ent ; for who, in their senses, would 
cultivate a friendship with one guilty of so n^iudb 
.perfidy and li>afienes3 ? By speakiug ill of stran? 
ger$i, ypu lypuld n^ake all the world your foes^ 
for she who, without the l^ast provocation, can 
aspete tlie character of those with whom she 
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h^9 iittle acquatDtancie, and no cDanexion, de» 
iserres to.be the object of universal hatred fto^l 
jdetestatioii/ B7 ioveigbhig against your absent 
enemles^you would discover thenoost contethpt- 
ibh& nieannefifll^ of spiivit and littleness of iyiind ; 
a^d; if it should coikie to their ears, might flutter 
.tti«trf)ride and vanity too mueh by making them 
imagine, that they had roffled your, temper more 
Aan perhaps Ihey had really done, or, nt least 
.tban you should give them w opportunity of 
knowifig. 

I -am the moie '.concerned, mj dear, tocau- 
)tion you against this vice,- because H is generaily 
said to prevail most ih the company of Jiidj^^. 
I wish I Qould say the Imputation were unjust ; 
I hope it is ; bul to deny If flathf would b^ to^ 
presumptuous in. ..me/ who, for several years 
past, have been^ so )ittte conversant in the polite 
world; For yoiv Ifpow, that of late 1 have 
hardly minded . any thing else but the affairs of 
nsy ofvn .family; and* it the management of 
these^ I think ^k•f tJi^e has been m«re usefully 
and honourably epaployed, thap it could poasibly 
tev» be(en in any iJtWway. ^ 

AWl can say^ i«i that, if this abominable 
practice (for I can cail it pq bettier^be general, 
1 have .always (Endeavoured to be an. exception 
to \\ myself. Ine^^e^did, to ^ the best oi vt^y 
knowledge, tjqjure the charactei?: of anjr imliyi* 
^ttal person ; n^yt I bav^ lefts^yer^l companies, 
Ihat i might npt have my ears ofi^iided, nor my 
inind pdihited, with the hellish/ souqd pf ca- 
iMflQI)/ apd iJetiJictfo^. You wilj thiigk, pny 
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dear, tbatltalk tn a' ?^j bigfa straio; juaidso 
I do ; bttt I do it i^ this t«a^n» Ittat 1 iiijif in^ 
spite you iritlF an utlcfr aver<»iOn and abhoiteiiee 
of tbia inferoai Vice. > 

I do&^t mention my own conduct^ iftjr dM^i^^ 
fityin tiff priiicipie of pride aiid yanttj^ My 
o&ljr intention Is to prbpose it to yon aa a p^tt^m 
of imitation. I tiopeyou wiil never tbiniclt 
beneath yott to imitate the eohdttel of yoivr 
motheR-^M-^ii^Letme^t entertain a audpicioo ao 
unworthy of my dear child.-— -I know you 
nevei'wiUvi am convinced, 6n the contrary, 
you wili take a pleasure ai^i a'pride in following 
my advice and example. '■ 

liet me, therefore, advise yoii^ my dear So* 
phy ; let me persuade yoti, nevcf to^peak ah 
III word of any absent peiKiOn ivhalever, nor 
9ven to k^ep con^pany with those who are ^nilty 
of this detestable crime. .'If yon should happen 
to hear any etpresa ion^ dropt' in company, tiiat 
favours the least of calomny and dethictioii, 
seem at first to overlook it ; b^t, if thecdifver- 
sation begin to run entirety in thit dirty ^annel, 
then fly from the compan^y outright^y frotar it 
as yon would fly from a piagoe-«f for as ceriatnlj 
as the one would infect your body, so <^rtaialy 
w ill the other infect your miml. Still, bo wtever, 
you ma:y leave it in a j^olite and genteel msmner, 
on tfee pretebte of business, of some other eir* 
gagement, or tb<^ like ; for, though they Jbardly 
deserve to te 'treated with so much ceremony, 
you ought always to remember what is due to 
your own oharaeter. Becat^ they are ill-naf> 



On Behainour in Cow^ny. . 83 

turod, you are not, therefore, to be ill-bred. 
Such company as.thiSf nrj.deari yovt are in no 
dai^er of seeing at jrour aunt's, nor in the whole 
circle of her acquaintance. With people of this 
sfamp she would disdain to have any kind of in- 
tercourse or correspondence. She would seoiMi 
to paj them any ^visits, and she would take eaie 
not to receive any from th«YD* Would to 6od 
there were no such people in the world ! I hope 
ttie^ are few ; but atiUIam afraid there are 
8€Mne ; and in . their company you may, isomt*. 
times, happen to fall by mere cfaaiicei OnjaH 
these occasions, let me entre^at you to follow the 
(Erections I have given abov^e. 
^ Aliother ruK, my dear Sophy, which you 
ought to observe in conversation, is, never to 
say any thing that may give pain or <unea5Jness 
to tany one of the company. By this I don't 
mean any of the errors which I have described 
and. condemned above, ^ All these to be sure, 
give pain and uneasineas to the persons that suf* 
fei by them ; but then they do so in pUin and 
open terms, and,, of consequence, may. be the 
more easily corrected or renited. What I. mean 
at present is, that you <;ught never to say any 
thing that seema to' reflect, even in the mo^t di|- 
taht manner, upon the faults or foibles of any 
of the company, or of their absent friends. If 
this proceeds from maricey it betrayal a. bad 
heart ;^ if from want i>f thoi^ht, it discovers a 
Weak head : and the Hl-natitfed and foolish ai^ 
equally unqualified for <he deKcate intercimrse 
o( polite convtttsation.. 
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The last advice; my d^ar^ wbicfi I shall giV^ 
you on Xhh subject, is liever to uppear to be ab- 
sent in company; or inattentive to the persori 
who is speaking.. This 19 always a' sign of iri- 
toierable prid^i or of great weakness. iSome 
people are so full of themseivei!; tl^dt they dis* 
da in to itsteo to the cbovei'sation ^f others. 
Their minds are puffed up with such a higit 
opinion of their 6^n good sense, that they thiak 
it below tbemi forsdoth, to attend to, what thej 
imagine; the nonsense of other people, --^-Siieh 
vain and conceited ifools; should be exchid^ 
ffi6m all companies, condemned to perpetual' 
solitude, and obliged to converse with those fmif" 
whom they esteem; that is, with tbeirofV^ndear. 
selves. But th is absence of '-thought ,• ^ this inraAt 
of attention, is not always the effect of pride. 
it is sometimes owing to the mind's being 
strongly posisei^ed with some violent passion, 
which sWallows Up^ as it were, all the faculties 
of the soui, and renders « it insensible to every 
other impression. One in this situatioitrshali lil^ 
so iar from attending to the person wbo-is speaks 
ing} that, even when dbe is spoken to, she will 
hardly uhderstand, yi»i. She starts, like oiie 
r<^se«l out of a dreamy ahd wonders where she 
is, or what the company have been, doings All 
that can be said for such people; la, ..that thej- 
are m4H the objects, of pity than iCon tempt; 
They ate labouring Under a vioknt dii^ase of 
the mibd^ and shojuld do more venture into 
cf^mpany^ than, if they were in a raging fever. 
There is ano%j^.8Qyurce of this habit of iiiattep-. 
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tion : it soniietimes ^proceeds from a constitu- 
tional weakness, incident to giddy and thought- 
less minds, whicb can fiete!^ fix for Un minutes 
opon the same object, but must be always flut- 
tering from one trifle to another. A person of 
this character can neither tell a story herself, 
nor attend to one that is told by another. To 
^confine her attention to the same subject^ or to 
make ber thoughts run iu thi^ same channel for a 
quarter of an hour together, would be a kind of 
icnprisonyient which she could not beer. AH 
her pleasure lies in perpetual chs(nge and varie- 
ty, and that she would not forego on any ac- 
count whatever. Of all these drnerent kinds of 
inattention, the last is certainly the most exr 
cusable, and perhaps the easie^ to. bi^ cur«d f 
for, beJQg commonly the effect of youth, it will, 
of consequence^ wearoff as the person advance s^ 
in years. 

.These, my dear, are some of the principal 
maiims which you ought carefully to observe in 
.company ; and if you do, you will be in little 
darnger of committing any great or capital blun- 
ders. There are, besides, some (3ther' rules of 
less consequence ; but these depend so much on 
the different hum^ours and character«^ of difl^rent 
con^>anfes, that Ihey rnnat' be jeft entirely to 
the suggestions of y<Hir ojva prudence and dis- 
cretion. Please to make my kind compliments 
to your iiunt and cousiiis. I ever am. Yours, 
&c, * roRTixl 

H . 
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and consistent with politeneBs. They «aust ber^ 
gin with the title or stjle of the writer ; and 
care must be taken Immediatelj after to tnentioo^ 
in a respectful manner, the^tyleor title of tho^ 
to whom they are addressed ; they must contaixt^ 
bttt one subject, and that-^hpuld be eicjiressed 
with elef ance aiid perspicuity* ' 

Miss Sprightly 's respect&l compIioMutS/ to^ 

Mrs. Tissue, entreats the honour of her comparny 

ibis aftea^poon to a dish of tea* 
]Mb>i]d^ Mora. i 

Mrs. Tissue's compliments to. Miss Sprightly ^ 
is happy to accept her agreeable^invitation. 
Monday J^oon. 

Mrs. FJeming's compiimeilts fc> Miss Dyson, 
hopes she got safe home, and is in healthy after 
the fatigue of sitting np ^ late* 
Friday Mom. 

Miss Dyson's ' pompliments to . Mr^. Fleming, 
got" home peffectljr safe,, and is extreinelv* 



'■\ 
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\t.el\'; cetum resrpectful thanks ht berpbUg^iug 
inquiries. 
' Fri<iay 2 o'clock. 

Mr. Spangle's compHoients to Mr. James 
Brilliant, should eiftteeiB it as a favour to be 
obliged with his conipany to tak« an airing to 

HxAem; the carriage to \te at tbe door at tbre^. 
T]iurs4fty Noon. * 

Mr. James Briiliatit's respectful compliments 

to Mr. Spangle ; will be iiappy to attend him. 

punctuallv at the ttme. 
Thursday 1 o'clock. 

Miss Guittar's compliments, shouldbegladof 

Miss Spiimet'S company to pidc a bit of dinner 

H^itbheR' 

Wednesday 8 o'clock. 

Miss Spinnet's compliment^, will not fail to 

wait upon Miss Guittar. 
Wednesday 10 o'clock. 

Miss Sandford's compliments to Miss Stnjtii, 
^nd hopes she has received no injurj from l^st 

hight's adventure. 
Friday 10 o'clock. 

Miss Smith's compliments to }Tiss Sandford— 
xeceired i^ot the least injprj> s^ndgot homepey» 
fcqtly safe. 

Frrday 5 a'cTcpQcv 



3^ Careb rf Cmqflumni. 

Mrs. 3hadei!7e]I V compliments to Miss OloMcLjr, 
should be glad of her agreeable company to pass 
tb^ afternoon. 

10 o'clock Morn. 

A(is^ Clopdy's cpmplimeDfs to Mrs. Shadeirell, 
cannot b^ire the piea$(|re of accepting her agree- 
able invitation, ^eing engaged In a partjr lo tki^ 
Museum. 

1 1 o*cIog1c Morn» . ^ 



• * ( ' * 

9ueh as a Mor^ge, a Letter of. Licence, 
Bonds, In^jfeQmr^s, &c. 



[^ A €OiSt«ON MORtaAGE OF AN ESTATE. 

r This indenture made the day of 

sn the year of our I^ord one thousand eight 
1 Jumdred and hetvreen . of the fimt pa.rt« 
<ind ' of the second part, Witne$$^h^ 
: Tha^ Wher^ax the said the Part of the 

\ B.nX part hy a certain Bond ot Ohii- 

[ jatiOQ, bearing date the day of in the 

' year of our Xiord one thousand eight hundred 
' and held and firmly bound unto the ahore . 
I named Part of ti^ second fiart, in the s^m of^ 
[' , lawful moiney of the United States of Aiyie* 

f* rica, with a Condition thereunder .written f(^ 
\ the payment' of the Sui» of lawful money as 
\ " afore3aid, with the interest due and to grow 
[ 4ue thereon^ on or before the day of 
L which will b^ in the year of ^nr Lord one thou- 
[ sand eight hundred and as by the said bond 
; more fully may appear. «^nd it is eipressiy 
I declared and understood to be the true intent 
i and meaning of the parties to these Presents^ 
and to have been expressly agreed between 
ihiifsii that the sum mentioned in the Con- 

H2 
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dition of die said Band^ and the inlerest^lue and 
to grow due thereon, shall be paid unto the said 
Fart of tV second part, £xedutors>« 

Administrators and Assigns, in good gold oi: 
^il^er coin only, and not in fi^per monej^.or 
Bills of Credit of anj kind or description^ 
whatever, upon any occasion or pretence what- 
ever : any Law or Laws hereafter to be mide» 
or any 'Ciistoin or Usage to the contrary thereof , 
notwithstanding. Now ihtrtforey this Indm^ 
ture further wttnBiseth^ T)iat the said Part ^ 
of the first part, for the better securing aw!f 
more sur^ payment of the Sum mentioned in t4e 
Condition . of the siaid Bond, according to the 
true intent and meaning thi^repf, and of these 
presents ; 'And aUo^ in consideration of One 
Dollar to in hand paid, by the said Part 

ot the second part, at and. before the 
enseal ii!g and delivery of tbcse Presents, the 
Receipt whereof is hereby .acknowledged-. 
Ha grantefi/baTgaihed and sold, alienated, 
reniised, released, conveyed, and confirmed, 
and by these presents 'Do grant, bargain, se|t^ 
alien, remise, release, convey ahd confirm unto* 
the said Part of the second part,, an<;[ 

to 'Heirs and Assigns for ever, .^/r 

Together with all and singular the rights, roem^ 
bers, privileges, hereditaments and appurte* 
nances thereunto belonging, or in any wise ap«^ 
pertaining i And also, all the estate, right, tit?: ^ 
in lere«t, power, |>osse&sion, claim, land detna^rc-! 
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nf.tlic said Part of Uie '6ni pact, ^of, m of 
io the ttme, and the reyersion aqd reversions, 
reteaio^er and remaioders* rents, issues^ and 
profits thereof.. To hav^and to hold^ the herein 
before iGrranted Premises, with all and singular 
the rights, members, privileges, hereditaments, 
^nd appurtejiances thereunto belonging, onto 
the said Part of the second part, and to 
Heirs and and Assigns, the sole and only proper 
use, benefit and behoof of the said Part of 

the second pari^ Heirs and Assigns for ever. 
^rmiied always, ^fevertheless^ ..and It is th9 
true intent and meaning of the parties to these 
Presents, that if the said Pan of the first 

pa/!, ' Heifs, Executors, or Administrators, 
shall well and truly pay uBto the said Part 
'Of the second part, * Executors, Admini- 
iBtnttor^ or Assigns, the suih mentioned in the 
Onditton of the aforesaid Bond, together vtith 
the Interest due and to grow due thereon, and 
tlie whole, that is to $ay both principal and in* 
^rest, in good Gold or Silver Coin only, and not 
fl'n paper Money, or Bills of Credit of any kind or 
descrtption whatever, according to the plaia and 
true intent and meaning of the said Bond, and 
of these Presents, at the time specified for the 
payment thereof, that then, and from thence- 
forth, these presents and every thing therein 
contained sh^H ce&se, determine and be abso- 
Jntely void : otherwise stand, be and remain in 
<,tuU force, power, and virtue^ J^nd. the saiil 
1.4^art of tbe fiwt part, hereby authorise and fijlly 
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enpow^r the said Part of the seeoad parif^ 
Keirs, Executors, ' or Administrators, and at- 
9igDS,(if the said Part of the first part, ^, Heirs 
klxecuterSy or Administrators, shall neglect,' 
delay, or refuse to pay the said sum mentioned 
in the condition of the said Bond, together vrifh 
the interest due thereon^ at the time specified 
for the payment thereof, according to the iTenor 
of the lHonditioti of the Bond aforesaid) to entet 
into and upon all singular the Premises, nere- 
l>y« granted or mentioned, or intended so tp hfi^ 
and the same to sell and' convey in manner and 
form directly and required in and by the A^t m 
^uch case made and provided ; and out ofythe 
&oney arising from such sale, io retain the 
principal and interest due on the said Bond at 
(he time of such sale, and that in good Gold or Sil- 
ver Coin, together with all the costs and charges 
of selling the before mentioned premises; any 
right equity of redemption of the said part of the 
first part. Heirs or Assigns, of, in, or to the 
before tnentioned premises, notwithstanding ; 
Hie said Part of the second part. Heirs, Exe- 
cutors Administrators, or Assigns, paying to the 
said Part of the first part. Executors or Ad- 
ministrators upon demand, the surpliYs (if ^ny 
ihexo sh^ll be}'bf the Monies aHsing from such' 
iSalc. In WiineBs Whereof y the parties to these 
presents, have hereunto interchangeably se| 
4ie(r hands and seals, the day and year first 
above written. . 



A SEED. 

This Irrdcnturc m^k the . dsy ol 
in the year t)f our Lord oi)e thousand eigbt 
liundred and between 

Wiinesieik, 
Ttiat Ihe said fo> and in consideralion of 
thts sum of ' lawful ihoney of the 

Unifad States of America, in h;and paid,'at#ir 
before the ensealing and dell^'ering of these 
■presents, by the said the receipt wheie- 

iif h berebj confessed and acknowledged ; And 
the said Heirs, Executors and Administrators, 
fbr ever released and discharged from the san^e 
1^ these Presents-»*^Ha granted , bargained , sold, 
Aliened, remised^ released, conveyed, assured, 
ei^feofied, and con^med f and by these presents 
do grant, bargaiD, sell, alien, remise, release, 
convey, asjsure» enfeoff^ and confirm, fiilly, 
freely » absolutely unto the said Heirs and 

Assigns, for ever, £il 

Together with all and singular the appurtenances, 
priviliges and advantage^ whatsoever, unto the 
said above mentioned and described premises in 
uny wise appertaining or belonging ; and the 
reversion or revertionsL, remainder and remain* 
ders, events,' issues ia^nd profits thereof; and also, 
all the estate, right, title, interest, property, 
claim and demand whatioever, as well in law as 
in equity of the s»id of, in and to the same^ 
and every part and parcel thereof, with the ap- 
purtenances. I'd hate «7^ to AoM theaboy^ 
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granted, bargained ami desifib^d premiscsi \^iilj 
the appurtenrtiiceF, unto the s^iii Heirs 

aiid Assigns, fot their own proper u^e, benefit 
md behoof for ever. ' And the said for 
lieirs*. Executors jstnd Administrators, ^do cove- 
nant, promise, gnaVii and agree, to and .with tbe 
said Heirs and Assigns . 

* 

t - V » ■ 

> 

That the above granted f)remises and teveiy 
part and parcel thereof with the appurtenances-^ 
jiow are and for ever hereafter shall be and re-. 
main iinto the said Hetrs and Assfgns, 

free arid absolutely, clear, discharged and 'un- 
iDcumbered of and from ait former and o<h«r 
titles, charges estates or incumbrances, of whet 
nature and kind soever, had made, committe^^ 
done or suffered, or tio be had, made, commit* 
ifed, doAe or suffered by the isaid Bern 

;and Assigns, or by any otbet person or. persona 
>vhomsoever any thing faaiving or claiming in 
the premises v , r 

.jn J a/5q, Tb^t the said and 

Heirs, and all and eveiy otterperspn or persons 
whonisoevcr, lawfully or , equitably, deriving 
any estate, right, title or interest of, in or to 
the herein before granted premised, by, from, 
under or in trust for shall and will, at any- 
time or tlrne^ hereafter, irpon the reasonable re* 
t[\xest of the said Heirs or , Assign^s, and 

at the proper posts and chaises in the law,' of 
the said . Heirs Or Assigns, make, do and 
<*5:ccutB, or cause and prpcure to be mad*?, don^ 
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au<l executed, all and ctery such furtber aod 
other lavrful and readoiiable conveyances, and 
assurances in the l^Wy for the better and Wre 
elfectuaily vesting aUd confirming the, premises 
berej>y intended to be gtanited^^ hi and to the 
said Heirs and asi^igns for ever^ as ;by 

the said Heirs or Assigns, ,or tb«ir 

counsel learned^ in the law, shall be reasonably 
devised, advised or required ; And the said 
^ for- Heirs, Executors and- Adtnii* 

nistrators« will Warrant, and by these presents ^ 
foi^ i^i^et defend the above de^^cribed ai^ releaseil. 
^r^mises, and every part and parcel thereof ^ 
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171 Witness whereof t, the parties to these pre^-' 
sents have hereantt) jnterchati|^eably stet the ri- 
bands and seals the day atid year firsts above 
written. 

Signed, Sealed emd delivered 

in the Presence of 



.4 BOND. 

y .. ..■.,.■ .-.:■.♦ 

Know ail Men by thesfe Jitesents, That 

held ana finrily 
bound unto • In the ^wn of 

lawful' money of .the United States of ' 
Axnc?ti(jt, to be paid untd the said . Execu- 
lots^ Adwlhistratolrs or Assigns 5 for wbidi pay 

1 . ^ , 
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ment, biiid and Heirs,- Executors, and Adtt)i« 
nisiratqrs jomtly and sererally, firmly by tbese 
Presents: SeaM with Seal, and Dated the] 
day of in the Year of our tord ■ 

one thousand etgliit hundred and • 

T^ Condition of the preceding Obligation is ] 
sw^hs That if the above bound^n Heirs,- 

Executors, or Admialstrators, shaH a«)d do well 
and truly f>ay, or. cause to be paid unto the 
above mentioned Executors, Administrators; 
or Assigns, the sum of : > lawful money as < 
aforesaid, with' lawful interest for the same, on 
or before the day of which will b^ ia ! 
the yeai^ of our Lord one thousand eight hundred \ 
and without fraud or delay, then the pre- | 

ceding Obligation to be void, otherwise, to l^e- | 
main in fuli torce and virtue/ 



' - * . * . 



Sealed and delivered > 
in the Presence of y 



ji POWER 6f^ Attorney. 

.«-■'■.• « 

'' ■ . 

*KN0W ail Men by these Presents, That 
Have constituted, made and appohited, and -by 
ths&i,' Presents do constitute,' inake and appoint 
trubtjr and loving Friend 

* . true ai^d lawful Attor- 

ney^ for and in Name and steady and to 

U'se, to ask, demand, sue io\\ levy, reco- 



'I 
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and recei^ei all Sum a^nd Sums of Mopey, 
^^^Uf Rents, Goods, Wai^s, Dues, Accounts, 
other demands wbatsoevery which are or 
be due, owing, payable and belonging to 
'^"lor detained from in aojr manner of 

. rs and Means whatsoerer, by ' 

ij ng and granting unto said Attorney-, by 
^j^ e Presents full and whole Poirer, Strength, 
j,^ Authority, in and about the premises, to 
^ty sue, and take all lawful Ways and Means 
j„ [ Name, for the recovery thereof; and upon 
l^feiptof any such Debts, Dues, or Sums of 
,j|)ey aforesaid. Acquittance or other suffi* 
discharges, for and iii Name to make, 
and deliver ; and generally all and every 
r Act and acts. Thing and things. Device 

(devices, in the Law whatsoever, needful 
necessary to Be done in and about the Pre* 
es, for, and in Name to do, execute, and 
form, at largely and amply, to all Intents 
I Purposes, as might or could do, if 
I pehonally present, or as the Matter requir- 
fmore special Authority than is herein given ; 
r Attornies one or more undei* for the pur* 
aforesaid, to make and constitute, . and 
in at Pleasure to revoke ; ratify, allowing, 
holding for firm andeffectual| all and what- ( 

er said Attorney shall lawfully do in 
about the Premises, by virtue hereof^ 

I 
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In Wittier Whereof^ bnv^ beit^uato set 
Kaild aiM' Seai, the day of in tbe* 

year of our Lord dfie tboiisand eight btiodied 
and and 6( tfeNe Indej^end^ncci of (M 

United Statei of America, tbe treaty 
Year. 

^ Seakd and bdiveted I 



' I 



This Indecilure Witneaseth, . That 

; Now aged . bj and nrith the cohi- 
sent of .' batb pUt himself, and hj 

tbei|6 pi^sents doth voludtariiy, and of hi9 > 
own fre^ Will jgnid Accord, put himself Ap- 
prentice to V to learn the Art, Trade 
and Mystery o£ _ and after the manner I 
of an Appientice, to seJtve from the day of the 
(Jate hereofi for and daring, add until the full , 
^hd and term of , next ensuing : Dur-. j 
\Tig all wbkh time, the said. Apprentice, hjs | 
Master faithfully shall serve, his Secrets keep,;] 
bis lawiful commands every whete readilj 
obey: He shall do no damage to his sail 
Master, nor see it done by others, vrithou 
]«ttiiig or givinc Notice thereof to his said 
Mdistep : He B)Sn nfot waste kis la^id Master' 



GoOdSy iipr lefnd them irolaw<tiliy to ^ny : ke 
sfaall not commit Fornication nor contnict 
Matrimony witbiQ the said Term : At Cards, 
Dice, or any other unlawful Gajpae, be shall 
|iot play, whereby his said Master may have 
Damage : With his own Goods, nor the Goods 
of others, without Licence from hi? said Master, 
be shall neither buy nor sell : He shall not 
absent himself Day nor Night froixt his said 
Master's Service, without bis leave; nor haunt 
Ale-honses, Taverns, pr Play-hodses ; but in 
all things behave himself as a faithful Ap* 
prentice ought to do, duraig the said, term. 
And the said Master shall use the utmost of 
hia endeavours tp teach or cause to be taught, 
of instructed, the said Apprentice, in the 
Trade or Mystery of^ And procure 

apd provide for him sufficient Meat, Drihk, 

fit for an Apprentice, during 
the said term of 

And for the true Performance of all and 
singular the Covenants an^ Agreements afore* 
said, Ike said parties bind themselves, each 
unto the other, firmly by these presents* 

In W!itn0i8 phereof^ the said parities have 
interchangeably' set- their Hands aind Seals 
hereunto; Dat^d the Pay of in 

the Year of the Independence of 

the Uilited States of 4^erfca^ and in the! 

993156A' 



iOO An ApprefUic**s Indenture 

Year of our Lord, one thousand 6igbt hwr 
dred and 
' Se€Ued and DtKvtred in (Ae Presence of 
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' ^I^E t^Rtesiitoir of tl*e Uirrtfib States is 
, sofi*etini€? adch-e^sed by tfiat appellation only 
I -*-*Tbe most ctistpriiary styFe of addressing 
} hirtii^y-^flh Exicdlency thfe PresideM-qf tli^ 
i Uhited^at^;^ dr, His l^xcellency' the Pre- 
; sident: '■'•>'•"• -•^" '" ' • - •' • ■ ' " ^ '' 
t The same maybe observe^ pf tb? .Vi^e- 
I Pr^iilent of the United States, mutatis mu* 
taadisfj^ Ar, he may be ttddressed, his Excel- 
1k«icy A'. B. IBsq. Vice-I*resideDt of the 0. 

[ IVfee^nbers of Congress; A. B.~, Esq ; Sc- 

iiato»t*j 6r €7. B-^- ^, Esq.— ^Member of ^he . 

itoiiJte 'bf Jlepresentatiyes^ or, C. D. Esq. 
Sfe H!11. (i: e. Ifemfc^^r of jbe Bouse of He- ^ 
preventatives.) ' ' 

The Secretary of d)e Senate— S. A.- <> 
r-^ — •; Escj; Secretarjr of thb Senatti. 

•JSie' Clerk of tbe House of Represents- 
ti>m^J. B^-—, lisq. Clerk, IL R. • ' 
'-•'•. '12 
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m qgktal Ti{l0, 

Amt^aasadorSy and Foreign MiQitf ^ have 
the title of Excellencj, :- / 

Judges of the Superior Courts— The Ho* 
nourable A. B— ^, Esq. Chiof Jii«tiee of 
— — ^[mutatis mutaadis.] 

The Minister?iof the Grest D^artmeh^^ 
of the Federal Goveracoent-^The Honour- 
able A. B — *-,Esq. Secretary of the Trea- < 
surr, &c. &c. 

The jBoverpors or I^resideiita of the State 
Goremments, hav^ the title of Exoellenoy.' 
MJ?^»«ty iJdv^mors or Vice-Presideii^ of ' 
the Stfi|te Governments, Th^ Honoi^le. : 
]\fember^ of the State Legislaturew-Esfa:. 
The Governor pf the Western Territoiy.— 
His £xcellen(^. . 

Judges of loferi^r Court% CounselJars at ■ 
Law, Frotbonotari^i^ Connty Lieutenai|t& of : 
the Militia, (fpllectors, VNaval Officers,. aod ^ 
Surveyors in the De^rtments of the Gas- 
totns, and all the principal Conipissio;Qe4 Of- 
ficfm in the United States, ar^ style^ Em. 

Bishops in the United States*^The Hlffht 
Rev. B. Mr— -, B, P- Bishop of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church, in the Sttitcg^ 
8ec, ■ ■ .. . --..., .. '' J\ '/.i \ 

Other Clergymen— The JRev/ J. L-^/D. ' 
D. or The Rev. Dr* C— ; or^ The Rev' 
Mr. D-^ ; or, Th^ Rev. t . R^„ R^cfeor ^ 

^ *- — » Pastor of — , [mutatis mutandis.] 






' Profimors in tjl^JpiFf^ ^^ CoHegeil 

[ " — G. V'-~*, . D. D./Px'ofessor of », i'a 

I tbe Umversity of «— T^ ; Professor T. 

\ Mr. Profwsor, 
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!iieFAc& 3 

l)k«ctions for wriiing Letters 4 

Letters 
L dfi th^ Respect ancl Obedience due to 

Parents '^ 5 

H. Frbm a joung Gentleman to his IVfother, 

iJuring bis apprenticeship ' 6 

}tl. From a ybung Gentleman at a Boaixl- 
rng-iSchool in the Country, to bis Bro- 
ther, an apprentice in New- York- 7 
IV. The Brother's Answer ^8 
y. Frbm an aged Lady in the Country, 
; to her Niece in New- York, Cjaut toning 
her against keeping company with a 
Gentleman of bad. Character ihid 
yL The young La^dy's Answer 10 
vll. From a young Man in the Coun'-y, * 
to a Merchant in Ncw-York, offering 
^ correspondence / 11 

VIII. The Merchant's Answer ibid 

IX. To ti Correspondent, requesting the 
payment of a sunMJf, money 12 

X. Answer * , 13 
XL From a Merchant at St Thomas's lo a 

^ - Brother in New- York, desiring him to 

's^ll Sftjpe Goods, and purchase others ihid 



f:XIL The Answer 14 

XIII. An urgent demand of payment iHd 

XIV. The Answer Id 
kXV. From a Country Farimer to a Land- 
it lord, eiECusing delay of payment 16 
W%Vl. The Answer It 
[jXVIL Yvpm an insolrent Delator, toWs 

I principal Creditor^ requesting the ac« 

t ceptance of a Composition ihi^ 

XVm. The Answer 18 
r ^XtX. From a Tradesman to a whole sale, 
Dealer, to^ delay payment of a $um of 

money W 

'XX, Answer ihii 
i XXI. From a Country Store-keeper to his 
Iriend in New* York, desiring him to 

send him some goods 20 

^ XXIL Answer 21 
pXXllI. From a young Gentleman to a 

' Lady, with whom he is in love 22 

XliV. The Lady's Answer V 23 

XXV. The Gentleman's Reply 24 
: XXVI. From the y<Ming> Gentleman's 

k, Mother to the young Lady ^^ 

[ XXVIL The young Lady's Answer 26 
\ XXVj^n, :The young Lady's Answer to her 

>• lover **' 27 

^ XXIX. From the same 28 

t XXX. The young Gentleman's Answer 20 

r XXXL Frauoi the Lady, after marriage, to ., 

^ herCoi«sin, unma¥i^4 ^ ^1 
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106 ConiinU. 

XXXII. From a yopng GentletiiftB, in Ex* 
):fiBctatioii of an £sta:te, from ^is peou-^ ' 
rlous Uncle, to a joung Lady of amall 
Fortune, desUi^ tier to elope with 
him to New-£ng[and 33 

XXXUL The Ladjr's prudent Answer iM 
XXXIV' From a nchypui^GeatleaiaBy to 
a beautiful ^oung lady with ilo Foi>- 
tune 35 

XXXV. Th« young Lady^sAiwwer 35 

XXXVL The Gfintieman'8 R^bly 3B 

XXXVII. The Udy'u Answer 39 

XXXVIII. From a Lady to a 6entlenian> 
complaining of Indifference ^ 40 

XXXIX. The ^e^tleEtaan's An^er 41 
XL. From a young Office^ in the Arfny, to 

a Gentleman^s daughter, with wfaoiin 

he is inloye -42 

XLL The Oftper'a Letler to the Lady's 

Father 48 

XLn. T6e young Lady's heUSsv to h^ 

LoTcr 4S 

XLIIL The FatherV Answer to the young 

Gentleman ' 47 

^^}4V; Froen a yoimg Officer ordered to ' ' 

his Begiment in Minm?^, • to a yKM^ 

Lady w^om jbe had courted* 48 

XLV. The Lady's Answer SI 

^VL From a Gentlenian, whose Wtf<^ 

iras lately dead, to' a Cfergyman in 

the neighbourhood . 
XIiVlI. The^CIergyman's AD^t^er 
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Centos, 

VlU. From a ywiog Woman to a Ladj, 
ViOi whom she had formeriy lived as 

a Coinpatiloii 
IJX. The Lady V Answer ^ 

fiom a LadyUo her Friend, * 

lover had basely left her, and 

another -- 

if; From Portia fo her dar 

If. On l^ha^iour in CJ 
Portia to hir DaugUt* 

Ibe Subject continued 1 

tards of Complimenta 

Wms in Law 
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